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Visit With Former President and 
Mrs. Harry S. ‘Truman 


The President’s Remarks Following His and Mrs. 
Johnson’s Visit at the Truman Home. May 3, 1968 


Mrs, Johnson and I always renew our strength and our 
faith by visiting with the President and Mrs. Truman. 

They have walked the same path that we are now walk- 
ing. They have rendered a great service to their country 
in many capacities for many years. I think it is especially 
appropriate that we could be here at this period of the year 
because next week is President Truman’s 84th birthday. 

We are all so grateful and so thankful that we have had 
the benefit of his wisdom and patriotism with us all of 
these years. 

One of the first men to call me when I undertook the 
awesome responsibilities of the Presidency was this great 
leader and this friend of mine of many years. 

He has been with me all the way, all the time. And he 
has given us strength and comfort. 

Today, I talked to him about his experiences in the 
Pacific, his leadership in the dark days of the Korean con- 
flict as well as the latter days of the European struggle and 
the Pacific struggle. 

I reported to him on the developments in NATO, in 
Europe, in our trade negotiations and the developments 
that are taking place in the new Asia. 

I talked to him about my conversations with the leader 
of the Republic of South Korea, the nation who enjoys 
its freedom and its independence today because of the 
courage of Harry Truman and the wisdom of Harry 
Truman supported by America’s fighting men. 

I talked to the President about the oncoming peace talks 
in Paris and the problems that we would encounter there. 

I asked for his suggestions, his advice, and as always he 
gave them to me frankly and with the bark off. 

I am leaving refreshed and reinvigorated and happy at 
what I have seen and what I have heard, and eternally 
thankful that Mrs. Johnson and I have been privileged to 
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know greatness and to witness it again here today in this 
typically American home with these typical American 
people. 

One of my great friends, Eric Hoffer, had breakfast at 
my bedside a couple of mornings ago. He was telling me 
of his great admiration for President Truman. He said, 
“The reason I think so much of him is because the whole 
United States is full of Trumans. He is so much like all of 
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us. 


That is why I enjoy President Truman so much. As I 
told one of his old friends yesterday, Smitty * of the United 
Press, “The country is made up of Harry Trumans. He is 
so much like all of us.” 

Thank you, Mr. Truman, for letting us come in here. 


Thank you, Mrs. Truman. We hope we can come back 
often. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m., c.s.t., on the front porch 
of the Truman home in Independence, Mo. 


National Collection of Fine Arts, 
Smithsonian Institution 


The President’s Remarks at the Dedication Ceremony. 
May 3, 1968 


Distinguished Regents of the Smithsonian, Secretary Rip- 
ley, Dr. Scott, ladies and gentlemen: 

This is a proud moment. I wanted to say that dedicat- 
ing the new home of this National Collection makes me 
feel like a proud father, but on the plane this evening 
coming back from Kansas City, Mrs. Johnson said that 
would sound boastful. 

So then I thought I might say that I felt like a proud 
grandfather. But some people, she told me, think I already 
talk too much about my grandson. 

So tonight, my friends, I am authorized to tell all of 


you that I do feel very much like a proud uncle of the 
National Collection. 


? Merriman Smith of United Press International. 
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I think you know how an uncle is. He doesn’t visit very 
often, but he likes his relations to do well and it is good 
to see that the National Collection is doing well. 

If I will never be remembered as a patron of the arts, 
I should be delighted to be known as an uncle of the arts. 

Truly, this is a historic night for all of us. Until now, 
the United States was the only great country which had 
no national museum devoted to its own art. 

The American collection was shunted about our Cap- 
ital like a cultural stepchild. It was always in search of a 
home. Tonight it has a home, a great, historic home whose 
sandstone came from quarries that were first operated by 
George Washington, and whose halls welcomed Abraham 
Lincoln on the night of his Inaugural Ball. 

So tonight, thanks to the tireless dedication of many, 
many Americans, we see laid out before us the creative 
history of our great Nation. 

From the beginning, America was known as a very 
vigorous and a very dynamic nation. It grew quickly in 
size, in population, and in wealth. From the beginning, 
America was a wonder of the world, and also a hope for 
the world. 

And it would have been most unusual, I think, if all 
of this energy had not been accompanied by great artistic 
outpouring. As we can see here this evening, it was, and 
it is. 

Through art, it is said, the soul of a nation is revealed. 
This new museum is a great resource for America, and 
for all the world, for that matter. 

I am proud that I can be here with you to open this 
museum. I am very proud of the patrons who have made 
it possible. I am proud to wish it a long, a happy, and a 
prosperous life. 

Let me add another word. 

This is a day that we shall remember for another rea- 
son. It was 1 o’clock this morning that I was awakened 
and informed that Hanoi was prepared to meet us in 
Paris, to talk about peace. 

We often think about peace as an absence of war. But, 
in fact, peace is a struggle, an achievement, an endless 
effort to convert hostility into negotiation, bloody violence 
into politics, and hate into reconciliation. 

I have sought this moment for more days and nights 
than you will ever credit, and in enough places for all the 
historians to judge that we were fully credible when we 
said “any time, anywhere.” 

Now we shall begin. The days, the weeks, and the 
months ahead are going to be very hard and hazardous 
and trying, and exact the best from all of us. But with 
every fiber of my being, I shall try to move us from fight- 
ing to peace, from enmity to brotherhood, and from de- 
struction to common efforts on behalf of the men and 
women and children of all of Southeast Asia. 

In all of this, I ask all of you for your prayers. 

Thank you, and goodnight. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:09 p.m. in the interior court- 
yard of the renovated Old Patent Office Building, now galleries for 
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the Smithsonian Institution’s National Collection of Fine Arts. The 
building, renamed the Fine Arts and Portrait Galleries Building, 
will also contain the National Portrait Gallery, scheduled for open- 
ing at a later time. 


The Tax Surcharge 


The President’s Letter to the Speaker of the House 
Urging Prompt Passage of the Legislation. 
May 5, 1968 


Dear Mr. Speaker: 

Time is running out on one of the most crucial legisla- 
tive measures of the decade—the tax surcharge. Further 
delay is a ticket to disaster. 

I have repeatedly urged passage of this vital revenue 
measure, It is modest—about a penny on the dollar earned. 
It is an American imperative, essential in its importance to 
the national interest: 


—To help ward off inflation that will rob the pockets 
of the poor and elderly and the millions of families 
living on fixed incomes. 


—To support responsibly the needs of our sons and 
brothers in Vietnam who fight to defend us all. 
—To safeguard our dollar, the guardian of our pros- 


perity at home and the bulwark of the free world 
monetary system. 


The $186 billion budget I submitted in January was 
tight. It was tailored to finance responsibly the urgent 
work we must pursue in our cities, to help the poor and 
to protect our national security. 

The budget which was made up last year and the year 
before contemplated tax increases which the Congress 
has not enacted. But the President can only propose in 
matters of taxes and appropriations. Under the Constitu- 
tion he cannot dispose. That is the duty and power and 
responsibility of the Congress. 


Now the Congress is indicating that reductions in the 
January budget will be necessary to secure passage of the 
tax bill. I do not recommend or urge such reductions— 
for the budget is already lean. 


But so crucial is the tax surcharge to the national inter- 
est that I would reluctantly accept some reductions if they 
are realistic and reasonable. 


The House Appropriations Committee late last week 
approved a formula which included a $4 billion reduction 
in expenditures for fiscal 1969. 

To accept reductions any deeper than this in an already 
lean budget—designed to meet the urgent needs of our 
people at home and abroad—is unwise. 

As Secretary Fowler stated, the reduction formula voted 
out by the House Appropriations Committee will be ap- 
proved by me, although I know it will require great sacri- 
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fices. I think it would be a serious mistake to go beyond 
that formula. But above all, it is essential that the Con- 
gress act and act at once. 

I know that you will, as you have always done through- 
out your career, place the interest of the Nation first and 
do all in your power to secure passage of the necessary tax 
legislation. I cannot too strongly urge immediate favor- 
able action by the Congress on the vitally needed tax 
increase. 

Lynpon B. JoHNSON 


[Honorable John W. McCormack, Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, Washington, D.C.] 


Military Assignments 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Maj. Gen. 
William J. Van Ryzin for Assignment as Chief of Staff, 
Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps. May 6, 1968 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate Marine Maj. Gen. William J. Van Ryzin for 
promotion to the three-star rank of lieutenant general. 

General Van Ryzin will succeed Lt. Gen. Henry W. 
Buse, Jr., as Chief of Staff, Headquarters, U.S. Marine 
Corps. The General is currently serving as Deputy Com- 
mander, III Marine Amphibious Force, Vietnam, 

Born in Appleton, Wis., on April 20, 1914, General 
Van Ryzin is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin. 
A member of the ROTC at the University, he was com- 
missioned in the Marine Corps following his graduation 
in 1935. 

When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, General 
Van Ryzin, then a captain, was commanding officer of a 
Marine detachment on Palmyra Island in the Pacific. For 
meritorious achievement in this assignment and in his sub- 
sequent duty as commander of an antiaircraft group on 
the island, he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with 
Combat “V”. 

He returned to the Pacific in 1943 as a lieutenant 
colonel to command the 18th Antiaircraft Battalion dur- 
ing the occupation and defense of Tinian, and he later 
commanded the 11th Marines during the occupation of 
northern China. 

For his 2! years of service as Assistant Chief of Staff 
for Supply at Headquarters Marine Corps prior to his re- 
assignment to Vietnam in February of this year, General 
Van Ryzin earned the Legion of Merit. He also holds the 
Joint Service Commendation Medal. 

General and Mrs. Van Ryzin, the former Evelyn 


Ingenthron also of Appleton, have two sons, one a Marine 
officer. 
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Military Assignments 


Announcement of Reassignments of Rear Adm. John 
V. Smith, Vice Adm. Francis J. Blouin, and Brig. 
Gen. Gilbert H. Woodward. May 6, 1968 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate Rear Adm. John V. Smith, U.S. Navy, for ap- 
pointment to the grade of vice admiral. 

He is presently serving as Senior Member, United 
Nations Command, Military Armistice Commission, 
Korea. He will relieve Vice Adm. Francis J. Blouin, U.S. 
Navy, as Commander, Amphibious Force, Pacific Fleet. 

Vice Admiral Blouin has been approved for reassign- 
ment as Director, Military Assistance, Office of the Assist- 
ant Secretary of Defense, International Security Affairs. 

Brig. Gen. Gilbert H. Woodward, U.S. Army, has been 
designated as Senior Member, United Nations Command, 
Military Armistice Commission, Korea, replacing Admiral 
Smith. 

Admiral Smith was born in Seattle, Washington, 
May 24, 1912. He is a graduate of the Naval Academy. 

Previous assignments include Assistant Chief of Naval 
Operations for Plans and Policy, Director of Strategic 
Plans Division, Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, 
and Director of Foreign Military Assistance Division. 


American National Red Cross 


Announcement of Reappointment of E. Roland 
Harriman as Chairman and Principal Officer. 
May 6, 1968 


President Johnson today announced the reappointment 
of E. Roland Harriman as chairman and principal officer 
of the American National Red Cross for a 3-year term, 
beginning June 12, 1968. 

This is the seventh time Mr. Harriman has been named 
as the leader of the Red Cross in this country. He has 
served in that capacity longer than any other person in 
the history of the organization. He was first appointed 
by President Truman on November 14, 1950; was reap- 
pointed by President Eisenhower in 1953, 1956, and 
1959; by President Kennedy in 1962, and by President 
Johnson in 1965. 

Mr. Harriman serves the Red Cross as a volunteer and 
has been a member of the organization’s Board of Gov- 
ernors since 1947. In that year he headed a committee 
which revised and updated the organization’s corporate 
structure and made recommendations resulting in revi- 
sions of its congressional charter. 

Mr. Harriman is a partner of Brown Brothers, Harri- 
man & Co., private New York bankers; chairman of the 
board of directors of the Union Pacific Railroad Co.; and 








al 





ENTS 


to 
ap- 


ted 
on 


et. 
m- 
st- 


en 
id, 
ral 


n, 
y. 
al 
‘iC 


iS; 


MONDAY, MAY 13, 1968 


a trustee and director of numerous corporations and phil- 
anthropic organizations, His home is in Arden, Orange 
County, N.Y. 


Securities and Exchange Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Manuel F. 


Cohen for Another Term as Member and Chairman. 
May 6, 1968 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate Manuel F. Cohen for another 5-year term as 
member and Chairman of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. 

Mr. Cohen has served as a member of the SEC since 
October 1961. He was reappointed in March 1963 and 
was designated Chairman by President Johnson in Au- 
gust 1964. The position requires Senate confirmation. Mr. 
Cohen’s new term would expire on June 5, 1973. 

Mr. Cohen was born in Brooklyn, N.Y., on October 9, 
1912. He received his B.S. degree at Brooklyn College in 
1933 and his LL.B. degree from the Brooklyn Law School 
of St. Lawrence University in 1936. 

From 1933-34, Mr. Cohen was a Research Associate 
for the Twentieth Century Fund; 1937-42, he practiced 
law in New York; in 1942 he was employed by the Secu- 
rities and Exchange Commission, beginning as a junior 
attorney and was promoted to successively higher positions. 

In 1953 he was named Chief Counsel, Division of 
Corporation Finance of SEC, a position he held until 1959 
when he was designated as an Adviser to the Commission. 
From July 1960 until his appointment to the Commission, 
Mr. Cohen was Director, Division of Corporation Fi- 
nance; member, Legal Examining Committee, SEC; and 
member, Board of the United States Civil Service Exam- 
iners for the Commission. 

Admitted in 1937 to the New York Bar, Mr. -Cohen 
is a member of the American Bar Association, the Federal 
Bar Association, and the American Society of Interna- 
tional Law. Since 1958, he has been a lecturer in law, 
The Law School, George Washington University, with 
emphasis on securities law and regulation. In 1956, Mr. 
Cohen was awarded the Rockefeller Public Service Award. 

Mr. Cohen resides with his wife and two children at 
6403 Marjory Lane in Bethesda, Md. 


1968-1969 White House Fellows 


Announcement of Selection of 19 New Fellows. 


May 6, 1968 


The White House today announced the names of the 
1968-1969 White House Fellows. Chosen from among 
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over 1,000 applicants after a nationwide search, the 19 
new Fellows represent a variety of backgrounds and 
occupations. 

President Johnson established the White House Fel- 
lows in 1964 to give rising younger leaders one year of 
“first-hand, high-level experience with the Federal Gov- 
ernment and to increase their sense of participation in 
national affairs.” 

The 49 Fellows selected during the first 3 years of the 
program have acted as assistants to White House staff 
members, the Vice President, and Cabinet officers. The 
job assignments are intended to give the Fellows a better 
understanding of the process of government, and the work 
experience is not necessarily directly related to their 
chosen professional fields. 

Throughout the year, Fellows are encouraged to be- 
come involved in the most important work of their agen- 
cies—international affairs, urban matters, economics, and 
social issues—and to contribute their energy and talents 
to the resolution of problems. Emphasis is placed on link- 
ing theory and practice, analysis and action. 

During the past year Fellows have attended policy con- 
ferences, been involved in urban slum programs, worked 
to improve present programs and suggested new ones; 
conducted briefings, participated in interagency task 
forces, supervised staff work, and otherwise assisted top 
officials with their daily work. 


At the end of the year, most White House Fellows are 
expected to return to their prior careers. They will carry 
with them a deeper awareness of national issues, a better 
understanding of the way government moves to resolve 
those issues, and the skills and knowledge to assume greater 
responsibilities in their own communities or in the public 
service on a broader basis should they be asked to serve 
again, As leaders within the private sector, they can help 
their fellow citizens better understand the process through 
which the Nation is governed—and work constructively 
to improve that process. 

The new group of White House Fellows, announced 
today, were selected after 2 days of interviews by the 
President’s Commission on White House Fellows, headed 
by Douglas Dillon, former Secretary of the Treasury. Mr. 
Dillon stated: “Selection is based on intelligence, char- 
acter, ability, and promise of future development. The 
standards are so high and the opportunity so unique that 
a young person can win no more impressive honor than 
to be named a White House Fellow.” He noted that of 
over 6,000 applicants in the first 4 years, only 68 were 
finally selected as White House Fellows. 

The new Fellows are: 

Paut ANDERSON, personnel manager, Booz, Allen & Hamilton, Inc., 
Chicago, Ill.; age 29; B.S., University of Notre Dame; M.S., 
Carnegie-Mellon University 

James H. Bocxnwaus, manager, General Electric Co., New York, 
N.Y.; age 29; B.A., Harvard; graduate study, Syracuse 

James E. Connor, assistant professor, Columbia; age 28; A.B., 
M.A., Ph. D., Columbia 

ArtHuR E. Dewey, Aide de Camp to the Commanding General 


(Major), U.S. Army Materiel Command, Washington, D.C.; 
age 35; B.S.E., U.S. Military Academy; M.S.E., Princeton 
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Hupson B. Drake, manager, North American Rockwell, Anaheim, 
Calif. ; age 33; B.A., UCLA; further study, USC 

Geratp G. Garsacz, director, financial planning, Cummins En- 
gine Co., Columbus, Ind.; age 31; B.S., Naval Academy; 
M.B.A., Dartmouth 

Rosert D. Haas, student, Harvard; age 26; B.A., University of 
California; M.B.A. candidate, Harvard 

Ricuarp T. JoHnson, assistant director of admissions, Harvard 
Business School; age 29; B.S., University of California; M.B.A., 
Harvard 

Rosert L. Joss, student, Stanford; age 26; B.A., University of 
Washington; M.B.A. (Ph. D. in process), Stanford 

Epcar F. Karser, Jr., Program Economist, USAID, Vietnam; age 
25; B.A., Stanford; M.B.A., Harvard 

Cuartes R. Larson, Executive Officer (Bergall) , Lieutenant Com- 
mander, USN; age 31; B.S., Naval Academy 

Davin K. LELEweER, assistant to the dean and director of place- 
ment, Stanford Law School; age 27, A.B., Amherst; LL.B., 
Stanford 

Caro E.tsz Lunrs, assistant professor of medicine, director, hema- 
tology labs and blood bank, Georgetown University Hospital; 
age 33; A.B., Swarthmore; M.D., Harvard; internship and 
residency, University of North Carolina; fellowship, George- 
town University Hospital 

Davin C. MILLER, Jr., research associate, Simulmatics Corp., Viet- 
nam; age 25; B.A., Harvard; J.D., University of Michigan 

Laurence I. Moss, technical staff member, North American Rock- 
well, Canoga Park, Calif.; age 32; B.S., M.S., MIT 

Rosert L. Sansom, captain, U.S. Air Force, Oxford, England; 
age 26; B.S., Air Force Academy; M.A., Georgetown Uni- 
versity; B. Phil., New College (Oxford) ; Doctoral dissertation, 
Nuffield College (Oxford) 

GLEN Wecner, Clinical Research Associate, National Institutes 
of Health, (Lieutenant Commander, USPHS); age 29; B.S., 
Idaho; M.D., University of Washington; internship, Boston 
City Hospital; fellowship and residency, Johns Hopkins; 
further study in law, American University 

Tuomas R. WILLIAMs, president, Williams’ Bakery, Eugene, Oreg.; 
age 30; A.B., Stanford; further study, American Institute of 
Baking and University of Oregon 

Joun W. WoopmanseEE, Jr., assistant professor, (Major), U.S. 
Military Academy; age 34; B.S., U.S. Military Academy; 
M.S., George Washington University 


President’s Commission on White 
House Fellows 


Announcement of Designation of Judge 
William H. Hastie as Chairman. May 6, 1968 


President Johnson today announced the designation of 
William H. Hastie, Judge, 3d U.S. Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals, as Chairman of the President’s Commission on 
White House Fellows. Judge Hastie has been a member 
of the President’s Commission since October 3, 1964. He 
will replace C. Douglas Dillon, the current Chairman, 
effective today. 

Judge Hastie is a graduate of Amherst and Harvard 
Law Schools with A.B., LL.B., and S.J.D. degrees. 
From 1930 to 1937, he was a faculty member at Howard 
University Law School. He served as Assistant Solicitor 
of the Department of the Interior from 1933 to 1937, 
when he was appointed Judge of the District Court of the 
Virgin Islands. 

He returned to Washington in 1939 as dean of the 
Howard University Law School and served in that po- 





WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


sition until 1946 when he was appointed Governor of 
the Virgin Islands. He held this latter post until 1950 when 
he was appointed to the Circuit Court. Judge Hastie 
resides at 804 West Sedgwick Street in Philadelphia, Pa. 
He is married. 


President’s Commission on White 
House Fellows 


Executive Order 11410. May 6, 1968 


AMENDING EXECUTIVE Orper No. 11183, ESTABLISHING 
THE PRESIDENT’S COMMISSION ON WHITE House 
FELLOWSHIPS 


By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of 
the United States, Executive Order No. 11183 of Octo- 
ber 3, 1964, is amended by substituting for the last sen- 
tence of subsection (a) of section 1 thereof the following: 
“One of the members shall be designated by the President 
to serve as Chairman of the Commission.” 


Lynpvon B. JOHNSON 
The White House 


May 6, 1968 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal 


May 7, 1968] 


NOTE: Executive Order 11410 was not made public in the form of 
a White House press release. 


Register, 10 am., 


White House Fellows 


The President’s Remarks at a Reception for the 
Fellows at the White House. May 6, 1968 


I perhaps should have waited until you at least had 
time to participate in the refreshments, but I know it will 
be refreshing when I have gone. 

Since I must go to the Senate, I think I will just start 
now and interrupt your meeting. 

First, I want to welcome the members of the Cabinet 
and the President’s Commission on White House Fellows, 
the new Fellows and the old Fellows, and all my friends. 

I am happy to have this second chance to meet with the 
White House Fellows and their ladies. You were kind 
enough to invite me to come last Saturday. I was sorry I 
could not be there. 

My own disappointment was considerable. Your invi- 
tation was most attractive to a man in my position—a 
short timer in Washington. It could have been my last 


chance to make the scene at Dupont Circle on a Saturday 
night. 
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I had another very personal reason for wanting to join 
you. As a man considering a new career, I think it is wise 
to keep up my contacts, especially with important people. 

At least I think you are important people. 

You have been handpicked for very high honors, and 
I think for very high office. You are very privileged young 
people. 

You found room at the top for 3 years. Today another 
year begins for you. 

' Nineteen new White House Fellows are here as the 
fourth class of important and privileged young Americans. 

So I am very proud and happy that I can join with 
Mrs. Johnson to ask you to come here, to congratulate 
you and to welcome you to Washington. 

There are 68 of you now. That is one for each year of 
this century. 

I would like to think that there is some special signifi- 
cance to that coincidence. 

I want to believe that you are the men and women who 
will complete the great unfinished agenda of America for 
this century, so that we may launch the third century of 
our continuing American adventure with even higher 
goals and I hope with an even greater purpose. 

The next century is crowding in on us in this room right 
now. 

It is pressing us with a rush of change—the new chal- 
lenges that are flung by science and technology; by popu- 
lation increases; by 40 percent of the people in the world 
who can’t spell “dog’’; 40 percent of the people in the 
world who can’t write “cat”; by the unexplored oceans 
and untamed weather; by poverty and injustice in our 
own land; by giant cities that need rebuilding; by our 
schools, our farms, our hospitals, and our corporations 
that need to change to keep up with that challenge; by all 
the unexpecteds and the unknowns, including the greatest 
of all—how to understand other people and how to learn 
to live together in this world without war. 

So that is your agenda, and that is your life. It will be 
your job and your privilege to work on that agenda while 
you are here in Washington. 

I hope all of you take it as your job—your particular 
responsibility to repay that privilege when you leave 
Washington by continuing to work as private citizens on 
your public agenda, working in your law firms, in your 
executive suites, on your campuses, on your city govern- 
ments, and in your hometowns. 

I am going to try, as one of my last orders, to see that 
you do that. 

I am going to ask a committee of the 68 White House 
Fellows, whom I will take great care in selecting, to work 
with me and some of the members of my Cabinet, with 
some of those who have worked in my administration, in 
the Kennedy administration, in the Truman administra- 
tion, and the Roosevelt administration, to make a study 
of the Presidency, to see how we can improve it, how we 
can strengthen it. 
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It won’t be exactly another Hoover Commission on 
the entire Government, but it will be on the Presidency, 
itself, which is a rather important office. 

In the years to come we need to improve it, strengthen 
it, and do whatever we can to make it stronger. 

In addition to that, I am going to amend the Execu- 
tive order that created the selection committee, of which 
the most distinguished and honored Mr. Douglas Dillon 
is Chairman, to provide for an increase in membership. 

In President Roosevelt’s day that would have been 
known as packing the court. 

But I hope I can make that change without being 
charged with any ulterior motives. 

I would like for some of you 68 Fellows who have come, 
who have seen, and who have not forgotten, to sit around 
with some of these old timers who really constitute this 
generation gap. 

I would like for you to sit with them—the Johnny 
Oakes’s of the New York Times; the John Macy’s of the 
Civil Service Commission; Judge Hastie. 

I would like for you to talk with them as members of 
the board, as their equals on the board, and as fellow 
members. Then I would like for you to go throughout the 
country and work with these panels so that the next group 
selected can even be an improvement on the group that 
you make up. 

I look upon you as the future. You can make it or 
you can break it by committing yourself, or by copping 
out: by going home after 1 year at the top, or by sliding 
back into the comfortable routine of a cynical private life, 
by being too busy, or too timid, or too awed to apply 
what you have learned here by staying involved, or by re- 
maining committed. 

I think you are going to learn a great deal in this town. 

But it is a part of your privilege that you will come to 
know a basic truth. That truth is how much government 
can do and how much government cannot do. 

If you grasp this, if you keep your eyes open and your 
wits sharp, you will learn the magnificent promise and the 
exciting truth of your own lives. 

You will learn how very much you can do for your 
own future, and particularly for the future of your coun- 
try; how very much we need you, your commitment and 
your involvement. 

And we need it now, because the future is now. 

In the last century, a great English statesman looked 
ahead and declared, “You cannot fight against the fu- 
ture. Time is on our side.” 

Well, was Gladstone really right? Some people wonder. 

Is time really on our side today, or is our century already 
so different, and are we already so beset and so divided by 
all of our problems that even time is working against us? 

There are some, I think, who might answer yes, by 
their criticism or their cynicism. 

There are others who agree by their obstruction or their 
silence. 
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There are a few who surrender reason to passion and 
hope to frustration, who fear that they have no place in 
the future; or that the future, itself, is overwhelmed by 
the vast complexity and variety of modern life. 

I understand that some of you in the White House Fel- 
lows Association have been asking yourself some of these 
questions. 

You want to know if time is on our side, if you really 
have a relevant role to play; if, in fact, our problems might 
not have made your Association and your purposes ob- 
solete even before you get organized and get going. 

Well, I am pleased that you are concerned. That is the 
first evidence that we are making progress. That is the 
first step to commitment and, I think, to success. 

I would like to try and take you just one step further 
in the few moments I have with you by suggesting some 
answers and also by suggesting some actions for you as 
individuals, and to your Association. 

Let me first make clear my own commitment. 

This Nation is not going to retreat before the future. 
This administration has acted for 4 long years now to 
meet the challenges of the day and to set the stage for 
new triumphs of tomorrow. 

We have believed that time is on our side, and we have 
tried to work every minute to make the most of our time 
at the top. 

I promise you here and now this afternoon, that in the 
time left to us we will put every last ounce of energy and 
strength, every last second of the day, to strong, to timely, 
and, I pray, to wise and to enduring purpose. 

That is my personal commitment. That is my responsi- 
bility as your President. 

It is the only legacy that I am concerned to leave to my 
successor—a Nation that has grown in achievement, a 
people that are richer in fulfillment, an America that is 
united and strong in unfearing pursuit of the greater 
achievement and fulfillment that the future offers us. 

Now let me ask you a question: What is your responsi- 
bility? What legacy do you want to leave to your children? 

I hope that you will not tell them that you gave up on 
your world because you couldn’t roll up your sleeves, as 
Rex Tugwell once said, and remake it overnight. 

I hope you will be able to tell them, and I hope you will 
be able to show them, that you found the road of life was 
hard; you observed that it was steep and slow, but that 
you made it to the mountaintop. And as you went along, 
you took your country with you. 

You are standing on one peak of life’s experience right 
this minute. 

You are young and you are privileged Americans. You 
are bright. Most of you are healthy, happy, and I hope, 
well off. 

Now, how do you think you got that way? How did 
that happen? 

Some of you had to fight for the privileged position that 
you have this afternoon. 
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But all through your years, all through the life of this 
Nation, other Americans were fighting to raise you up. 
They were fighting to try to protect you. They were fight- 
ing to try to better your life; to improve your system of 
government; to give you new advantages and better educa- 
tional opportunities; to make you what you are, because 
they refused to retreat before the future that has now 
come true for you, for those of you who are very gifted 
and young, and, I think by being both, you are quite 
fortunate. 

One of the men who fought for you, and who was fight- 
ing for you when I was a young man and first came to 
this town, was a close and dear friend. His name was 
Henry Stimson. He was a wise man with a warm place 
in his heart for young people. 

He left a legacy for the future: “Let them learn,” he 
said, “from our adventures. Let them charge us with our 
failures. And let them do better in their turn. But let them 
not turn aside from what they have to do, nor think that 
criticism ever excuses or substitutes for inaction. Let them 
have hope and virtue and let them believe in mankind 
and its future, for there is good as well as evil. And the 
man who tries to work for the good, believing in its even- 
tual victory, while he may suffer setback and sometimes 
even disaster, will never know defeat. The only deadly sin 
that I know—the only deadly sin that I know—is 
cynicism.” 

Isn’t that the truth for your time, too? Isn’t that the 
answer that you are looking for? 

It is not very difficult to “poor mouth.” It is so com- 
fortable and convenient sometimes to knock your own 
system. 

It is hard to remember, sometimes, that this is really 
a great and a going concern, that our Nation is the envy 
of the world, and that there are citizens all over the world 
who would just give anything to trade places for it. 

We can remember that without ever being satisfied with 
what we have or what we are. 


It is difficult to put things in perspective. It is difficult 
to remember the giant strides that have been brought to 
us, despite our many problems—to the miracles of life that 
we have taken so much for granted, despite our plagues 
and our persecutions, despite our wars, despite the many 
calamities that we have envisioned from time to time— 
and I have endured and lived through a goodly number 
of them—man has persevered. 

In the face of natural disasters, great tumults, setbacks 
and sins, generation after generation of Americans and 
our fellows on this planet have been blessed with fortune 
after fortune. 


Through all the years, all the errors and all the dangers, 
reform and improvement have been the password to 
man’s increasingly better and brighter future. 

Man has been many things through all the centuries 
of his existence, but he has been wonderfully and mainly 
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distinguished by one characteristic of his human nature: 
Man has always been, and I hope always will be, the 
great experimenter. 

That is what you are. You are, after all, one of my first 
experiments. 

The White House Fellows and the White House Fel- 
lows Association are really an experiment in democracy. 
You have succeeded beyond many of our original hopes. 

So, I ask you now, as individuals and as an association, 
to commit yourself, to dedicate yourself, to organize your- 
self, for the greater successes that you can bring to this 
Nation. 

You are relevant. No one can make your experiment 
irrelevant but yourselves. 

No one can make democracy obsolete but the citizens 
of democracy who don’t care. 

Ever since we began our great experiment originally 
in democratic government, there have been those who 
wondered—sometimes in curiosity and a great many times 
in despair—whether this experiment would ever work. 

A century ago there were many who thought we had 
reached a dead end. Abraham Lincoln had to remind 
those cynics and those skeptics that the American experi- 
ment, for all its failings, was plainly still the last best hope 
on earth. 

Thirty-five years ago the doubters thought that we were 
up a blind alley. President Franklin D. Roosevelt had to 
rally a people. He had to prove the vitality of a system 
by urging our people not to be paralyzed by their doubts. 

One of the most stirring speeches I have ever heard in 
this town was when he stood there on that bleak, windy 
March day and took the oath of office. 

He said, “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself.” 
And how true that is this moment. Just a few years ago, 
some of these people were saying that we had reached a 
deadlock of democracy, but we moved on, we moved 
away, and, I am proud to say, we moved up. 

Again and again in the American experience, it is the 
pessimists who have proven to be the false prophets. It is 
the optimists whose courage and faith have carried us 
on. 

That is your inheritance. That is why you are here in 
the White House this afternoon. 

So it is your turn, now, to pick up and carry on. For 
every complaint about our society and about our prog- 
ress, you and I can point to a new program. We can 
point to a new landmark act of the Congress. We can 
point to a new public or new private initiative; or a new 
partnership of business and government, of church and 
community, of university and corporation, of American 
with American. 

That is your America. 

It is a growing and going concern. It is not slack and 
it is not soft. But it is creative and it is challenging both 
to the muscle and to the mind. 
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It is a land of limitless opportunity and great promise 
for all young people. There is no more promise anywhere 
on this earth. 

For every lament about the alienation of our young, 
you and I can point to millions of active, committed, and 
involved young men and women who really deeply be- 
lieve in the American experiment, who are willing to 
work for its improvement, who want to broaden and 
deepen its successes, so that every American—every single 
one of us—may know the full blessings of democracy. 

Well, it is a big job. It is a most difficult and hard job. 
But there are enough of you now in the fourth year of 
this program to role up your sleeves and do something 
about it. 

Your association is new, but you can begin small. Plant 
an acre, put down a seed. You live and you work for all 
of America. You can see yourselves as the Johnny Ap- 
pleseeds of a new America. 

When you leave Washington, you can be the ones to 
go out and plant the ideas and plow the furrows that point 
to the future; that can awaken and unite our Americans 
in a new community of splendor with high, noble 
purposes. 

You are relevant. We do care about you. You are 
needed. 

You are a national association, and I am convinced 
that you have a national role to play in helping to master 
the human problems that concern you and concern. me. 

Let me suggest something to you: You might want 
to organize by regional committees. Our new Alliance for 
Businessmen has done just that, to solve a great and 
urgent problem, under the leadership of Mr. Henry Ford 
of Ford Motor Company, and Mr. Paul Austin of Coca 
Cola. They are out, going down the streets and the high- 
ways, finding jobs for people who can’t find jobs for 
themselves—the hardcore unemployed. 

In just a few weeks now, the businessmen have dem- 
onstrated that they are winning that battle. In less than 
3 months since they first met here in the White House 
they have secured pledges for 111,000 new jobs for hard- 
core unemployed and disadvantaged youth. 

That is quite different from what it was when I came 
into this town, when they had the midget on Mr. Mor- 
gan’s knee, and when the President was talking to busi- 
nessmen in terms of economic royalists. 

Some of you are business executives. Some of you 
have the power and the opportunity to work as partners 
with this National Alliance of Businessmen, to help those 
who can’t help themselves. 

You will find many other partners who are ready and 
eager to cooperate with your association on a great va- 
riety of social problems—churches, law firms, universi- 
ties, unions, farmers, the people of America who are work- 
ing harder than ever to try to solve the problems of 
America. 
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Your regional committees could divide this Nation into 
four quarters. You could set a target list of problems and 
opportunities for each region. 

The first target that I had when I came to this town 
as a young man was to participate with a group of brain 
trusters, of which I did not include myself. We wrote the 
report on economic conditions in the South. It was in 
the early 1930's. That report spread all across the land 
and people started working on the recommendations. 

We haven't completed all of them yet. 

One of the first ones to come out of it was the minimum 
wage of 25 cents an hour. Women were working in our 
section for 6 cents an hour. 

I remember—well, I remember a lot of things about 
that report. 

You could, I think, set a time limit for results. I think 
you could set that time limit with that target here today. 
It could be your next meeting a year from now. 

Then you could come back here with a new scorecard. 
You could come back to the President and tell the Presi- 
dent that you have worked with the National Alliance 
of Businessmen, that you have worked with Mr. Gardner 
in his Urban Coalition, that you have worked on the 
campuses and the city halls, in the churches, and you have 
many other partners. 

You could come back here prepared to hold up your 
scorecard and say, “Mr. President, like the National Al- 
liance of Businessmen, we have helped x number of un- 
employed find a job. We have helped x number of busi- 
nessmen to involve themselves in the problems of the cities. 
We have helped x number of young Negroes, Puerto 
Ricans, Mexican-Americans, American Indians, or under- 
privileged, get into a classroom for the first time. We have 
gone out ourselves into x number of slums and we have 
worked with x number of mayors and local officials to try 
to get rid of those slums. We have tried to build new 
homes instead of burn old ones. We have used our man- 
agement and our talents to help x number of small busi- 
nessmen improve their lot and get ahead. We have served 
as a bridge between x number of city halls and universities, 
between x numbers of universities and community lead- 
ers, between the campus and the street corner, between 
the executive suite and the ghetto store, and between the 
police station and the church, the factory, the super- 
market, the farm, the tenement, and the apartment 
house.” 

A year from now, I hope that a committee from your 
association will be able to come to this house, to this room, 
and say to your President, “Mr. President, it was a privi- 
lege to work 12 months for my country at the top.” 

A tour of duty in Vietnam is just 13 months, as you 
know. 

“We have tried to repay our country. We have re- 
mained committed and dedicated. We have done our 
best, singly and together, to bring all of our people closer 
in the work of building—building one united, one pro- 
gressive—yes, one peaceful America.” 
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You should not need any greater challenge than that. 
I hope you don’t need any more encouragement than 
that. 

But if you do, I am sure you will find that encourage- 
ment in association with your other White House Fellows. 
Some of them are so good that I have never let them leave 
the White House. Some of them are so good that I am 
taking them to Texas with me. 

I am sure that if you do need some more encourage- 
ment, you too can find it in the leadership of the dis- 
tinguished American who has agreed to serve as Mr. 
Dillon’s replacement. 

I want to pay a word of tribute to Mr. Dillon. I first 
knew him as a lieutenant in the Navy in this town. I don’t 
know what he did before he put on that Navy uniform 
several decades ago, but I know what he has done since. 

He has served every day, doing the greatest good for 
the greatest number of people, trying to better humanity. 
I think this final job he has done as Chairman of the 
White House Fellows is not one of the minor undertakings 
he has had, and it is not one of the smaller contributions 
of the many that he and his wife have made to this 
country. 

I want to salute and to thank Mr. Dillon for his 
understanding. 

He is more fortunate than some of us in his health, his 
brains, and his pocketbook, but he has been willing to 
spend them all on trying to make this a better nation. 

The man who succeeds him I know will have a lot to 
shoot at, but he will do his best. He is the Chairman of 
the President’s Commission. 

I am proud and happy to announce that Judge William 
Hastie of the Third U.S. District Court of Appeals will 
carry on for our former and our very able Chairman. 

Mrs. Johnson and I, finally, are very pleased to con- 
gratulate all of you, and to wish you good fortune, and to 
tell you that it has been our good fortune to know those 
who have come before. We hope we will have a chance 
to meet those of you as you come afterwards. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 4:43 p.m. in the State Dining Room 
at the White House. 


Senator Carl Hayden of Arizona 


The President’s Remarks at a Reception Honoring the 
Senator Following His Announcement of His 
Forthcoming Retirement. May 6, 1968 


Senator Hayden and Members of the Senate and their 
staffs: 

I came here with mixed emotions this afternoon. On 
the one hand I am tempted to take Carl Hayden at his 
word, and believe the unbelievable, that this Congress is 
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finally to lose the strength and the wisdom and the in- 
spiration of Carl Hayden’s leadership. 

But then I remember what strange times we are living 
in. It is very hard to believe any announcement of politi- 
cal intentions these days. 

One day the politicians who have declared out are 
back in. The next day the politicians who have declared 
in have backed out. 

It may well be that Carl Hayden has rendered another 
great service to the Nation by his announcement today, 
and I came here to help him. 

Looking at us two noncandidates, both models of long- 
term credibility, no American in his right mind could 
any longer doubt the veracity of any politician. 

Carl Hayden and I both are on the brink of new ca- 
reers. We are looking back to our old professions. I know 
there is still a need for teachers, and I am going back to 
where I began. But I wonder if Carl has recently cased 
the market for frontier sheriffs. 

We are both young men, both Democrats, both from 
the Southwest, both have served many years in Congress, 
and I believe that he is the only man who is now in the 
United States Senate who was in the United States Sen- 
ate when I came to Washington. 

Now it seems we both have reached retirement age 
together. In fact, I understand the same man who was 
after my job last election, Carl, is now after your job. 

Some men have had long and very distinguished ca- 
reers here in the Senate because of their oratory, some 
by becoming the champions of some particular cause, 
some by the glamour of their personalities, some by their 
ability to work harder, longer, and better. 

Carl Hayden is not famous as an orator. His glamour 
is the old-fashioned kind that we associate with a hand- 
some sheriff in the Arizona Territory. But the people of 
Arizona sent him here, and they sent him back again, 
again, and again, simply because he worked harder for 
their interests, more intelligently for their interests, for the 
benefit of all the people, than anyone else they could ever 
find in 56 years who lived in the State of Arizona. 

He has told generations of freshmen here in the Senate, 
and I was one of them, that when he first came here he 
asked a man how to get reelected, and he said, “Well, you 
know, Carl, there are two kinds of horses, show horses 
and work horses.” 

Without disparaging the show horses a bit this after- 
noon, he made the case by his example of being a work 
horse. 

His work was the arduous kind that is done in the 
committee rooms. It was long; it was painstaking; it was 
nighttime sessions. It was poring over testimony and 
figures of a thousand appropriation bills involving billions 
of dollars, trying to bridge the gap between public needs 
and public resources, always trying to serve his main 
client: the people, the people of the United States—serve 
them with integrity, with imagination, and always with 
great care. 
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Whatever his intentions, he became a kind of show 
horse as well as a work horse. He became the Senator 
whom his colleagues would always point out to their con- 
stituents and say, “There is the Senator’s Senator. There 
is Mr. Integrity from the State of Arizona.” 

I might say that all that nonpolitical hard work turned 
out to be the best politics that anyone around here ever 
saw. And if I am not mistaken, there never was a glamor- 
ous public figure, there never has been a silver-tongued 
orator in the Senate, who served as long as 56 years in the 
Congress of the United States. 

His monuments are everywhere in the State of Arizona. 
But he was never a one-State Senator. He was the third 
Senator in every State. 

His understanding, his generosity of spirit, knew no 
boundaries, and no man will ever leave this Hill—and I 
say this as sure of anything as I am sure my name is Lyn- 
don Johnson—no man will ever leave service on this Hill 
with more friends than Carl Hayden has. 

And no man will ever leave here with a prouder record 
of accomplishment. 

The name Carl Hayden will stand for serving the pub- 
lic interest as long as there is a Congress. 

My friend, it is an understatement to say that we shall 
miss you. 

America is stronger for what you have done in these 
56 years, and it is going to be poorer when you have left 
these halls. 

I came here from the other end of the Avenue today 
to speak on behalf of all the people, to tell you that you 
fought a good fight. 

You haven't finished the course, but you have kept the 
faith. Everybody that knows you respects you and—I am 
speaking for the ladies, too—loves you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 5:18 p.m. in the New Senate Office 
Building. 


Interest Rates on Insured Home Loans 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing the Bill To 
Permit Rate Increases and Urging the Passage of a 
Tax Increase. May7, 1968 


Secretary Weaver, Members of Congress, Mr. Clark, Mr. 
Rogg, my friends the Home Builders: 


I have not been too closely in touch with homebuilding 
recently, but I can tell you about a nice house where 
there is going to be a vacancy in January. 

It is a good location. You have a 4-year lease, with an 
option to renew at the pleasure of the landlord. 

It is very close to where you work. We have a play- 
room for dogs, children, and grandchildren—and, Helen, 
for godmothers. 

Open occupancy, too. 
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I am particularly glad that you homebuilders timed 
your meeting to come to Washington at this period. As 
you know, I am getting ready to move from my present 
residence, and I thought that some of you might want 
to give me some tips on how to remodel a home on the 
range for one of the unemployed, or maybe how to 
purchase a home on the Avenue for Presidents at Palm 
Springs. 

I have come here to sign a measure that I think is 
of vital importance to all the people who want to build 
or who want to buy homes. 

It empowers our distinguished Secretary, Mr. Weaver, 
and the Administrator of Veterans Affairs to adjust in- 
terest rates on FHA and GI home loans to changing 
market conditions for the next 17 months. Those market 
conditions are changing and they are going to change 
more if we don’t get a tax bill soon. 

Thanks to this particular act, the veteran who has 
come home from Vietnam, the young wage earner who 
is on the way up in life, or the family that is seeking 
escape from the ghetto will find it easier to buy a home. 

I think you homebuilders should know that I am very 
proud of America’s home loan programs. They have 
helped to fulfill the dream of home ownership for 16 
million American families, but unrealistic and arbitrary 
interest ceilings can cripple these programs. 

The bill we will sign today which Congressman Dorn 
and Senator Randolph, and others, have helped to pass 
and brought here, will prevent that. 

This bill, important as it is, though, cannot guarantee 
the prosperity of the homebuilding industry because 
homebuilding, like every other industry, flourishes best 
in a well-balanced and an expanding economy. 

The past 7 years of unprecedented prosperity have 
shown what a free economy can do. We have created 10 
million new jobs. We have added nearly $250 billion to 
our real output per year. 

This increase alone is more than the United States was 
able to produce in any year up to 1939. 

Now, that is very significant, and I hope all of us under- 
stand it. We are not saying you never had it so good. We 
are just saying that the increase in your gross national 
product has been more than the entire gross national 
product was in the year 1939. 

So that is one of the things that your industry has con- 
tributed toward and the economics of this country have 
contributed toward. It is something we really don’t want 
to lose. 

We had a situation like that in 1929, and we did lose 
it very shortly. We can lose it here if we are not careful. 

The real income of the average American has risen 31 
percent. That is a bigger gain than in the previous 19 
years combined. 

For the past 5 years of our period of prosperity, home- 
building was one of the leaders in the advance. It con- 
tributed to our prosperity and it also benefited from our 
prosperity. We were building at least a million and a half 
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homes a year, and we showed that the housing industry 
need not suffer the sharp ups and downs. 

But in 1966 the performance took a sharp turn for 
the worse. Homebuilding sagged to the lowest level in 20 
years. 

Thousands of builders were deprived of their livelihood 
and their profits were wiped out. Hundreds of thousands 
of Americans lost their opportunity to buy or to build 
better homes. 

The need for homes has always been there and the 
income was there. But the mortgage credit, which is the 
lifeblood of homebuilding, was nowhere to be found. We 
just couldn’t get credit to build the homes that we needed 
and that we had the income to pay for. 

We could have avoided this if we could have passed 
a tax increase. I knew it and the homebuilders knew it. 

I called together the leadership of the Congress and 
they told me we couldn’t get four votes in the entire com- 
mittee of 25 for the tax bill. 

I called together the business group of this country, 
some 300 businessmen. There wasn’t a one of them who 
would raise his hand for a tax increase. 

I called together the labor people and they did not favor 
a tax increase. 

In 1967, though, we went ahead and urged the Con- 
gress publicly to pass it. 

In August 1967 we repeated the recommendation. 

In January 1968 and again in March of 1968 we have 
done the same thing. 

The sad lesson of history is that it has this meaning: It 
is time to show that America has learned its lesson. 

While we have let this tax bill languish, we have seen 
mortgage interest rates go from 5.5 percent to 7 percent 
and even 8 percent. Three years ago, no one would have 
believed that an 8 percent mortgage rate was possible 
in the United States. But today interest rates are nearing 
the highest point in 50 years and I think this is some- 
thing that should disturb every American. If we do not 
act now, an even worse shock is in store for you. I want 
to warn you about it. 

If we do not act, 10 percent mortgage rates are not 
outside the realm of possibility, according to the best 
economists who can see into the future. Tight money 
is the price that we pay for excess deficits and our refusal 
to act on a tax bill in wartime. We have never had a war 
during which we wouldn’t pass a tax bill. But now, for 
3 years, we have said first, we didn’t need it; second, that 
we couldn’t afford it; third, it would hurt the economy; 
and fourth, we ought to take care of spending first. One 
excuse after the other. 

Only responsible fiscal policy can check inflation and 
prevent another disastrous credit crunch. Yesterday’s 
long-awaited action by the House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee gives us some hope that we can soon have a real- 
istic tax bill. 

I congratulate the Congress and the committee on that 
action. I asked the leadership this morning to please ask 
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each conferee to stand up and do what is best for his 
country. 

If we must cut $4 billion in expenditures to get $10 
billion in taxes, we will do it. But if you cut more than 
$4 billion, you involve great dangers. If the Congress will 
go along and take the action on the 10-8—4 formula, if 
some individual can find another $2 billion that he can 
cut, he can always offer that in an amendment the rest 
of the year and let the Congress vote on it. 

I think that we just must act now to chart a course of 
fiscal prudence. We are willing to accept the 10-8-4 
formula that the Appropriations Committee of the House 
voted and that the Ways and Means Committee voted 
yesterday. 

We think we must do that if America is to fulfill her 
promise to her people, and most of all, her responsibility 
to the world. 

Today our economic future is being decided up here 
on Capitol Hill. We have come to a crossroads. One road 
leads to stable economic expansion. 

We have had 87 months of the greatest prosperity any 
nation has ever known, and the only time in all of our 
history we have gone this long. Why must we just sit idly 
by and reverse that and go back downward? 

The other road leads to a feverish boom. 

One road leads to stable prices; the other road leads 
to a stepup in inflation. 

One roads leads to easier credit; the other leads to 
soaring interest rates. 

We have already paid more in extra interest rates and 
extra costs and extra high prices than we would get out 
of the whole tax bill. 

With these choices before us, I believe this Nation will 
travel the road of reason, the road of restraint, the road 
of prudence, and the road of responsible fiscal policy. 

I hope America will travel the right road, because 
America must. I am doing everything I know how to give 
the Congress and the country the kind of leadership they 
need in this trying hour. 

I have never thought that tax bills were popular. I have 
never relied on polls for them. You can ask anybody, “Do 
you favor a tax increase?” and the answer will be “No.” 

But if you ask them, “Do you favor a tax increase, or 
do you favor increased inflation, increased prices, and 
increased fiscal ruin?” that is a different matter. 

I think the average person in this country is a prudent 
person and a fair person. We cannot fight a war in our 
cities, we cannot fight a war on poverty, we cannot a fight 
a war on ignorance and illiteracy and disease, we cannot 
fight aggressors in Vietnam and reduce taxes at the same 
time. 

Yet I want to show you what we have done. [From this 
point on, the President referred to a series of charts to 
illustrate his points.] 

These are the individual income tax rates. Now, when 
I became President, the person who made $1,000 a year 
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was paying a 20 percent rate. We reduced that to 14. The 
person who earned from $2,000 to $4,000 was paying a 
20 percent rate. We reduced that to 17. The person who 
made $8,000 to $12,000 was paying 26 percent. We 
reduced that to 22 percent. 

The person who earned $44,000 to $52,000 was pay- 
ing 59 percent. We reduced that to 50 percent. The per- 
son who was earning over $400,000 was paying 91 
percent. We reduced that to 70 percent. 

If we had the same tax rates that we had when I 
became President, before we got into the difficulties that 
we have, the extra expenditures, we would take in $24 
billion more this year. 

Now, I am not asking you to go back to the rates that 
we had here under the Kennedy administration and the 
Eisenhower administration. I am asking you to just go 
back enough to get not $24 billion, but $10 billion of the 
$24 billion. That is all. 

Here is the corporate tax rate. This is your cor- 
porate tax rate. I reviewed these this morning with 
the leadership. 

The corporation that had earnings of $25,000, we 
charged them 30 percent. We reduced that when we 
came in to 22 percent. A corporation here was paying 
52 percent. We reduced that to 48 percent. Now we 
are just asking for a part of it. 

Here is your personal income. Let me show you what 
we were doing. 

Here is where we were when we came in. That is the 
income in America. I hope every one of you will see 
that. When you really “poor mouth” and you feel sorry 
for yourself, think about your mother and your father 
and what they did in ’29 and °31. 

Here is what you have done. You have gone from 
$466 right here to over $700. That is during these 4 
years. You have almost doubled your personal income. 
Congressmen have not doubled theirs, but the country 
as a whole has doubled it. Maybe the reporters have not 
doubled it. But the facts are here: from $466 to a little 
over $700. That is personal income.* 

Here is your corporate profits. Let’s see about your 
income to your corporations. They were a little under 
$60 billion; here they are over $90 billion. Up 33 percent 
in 31/4 to 4 years. 

Here is your personal income and your tax receipts. 
Here it was $466. Then it moves up to $498. Then 
$538, $584, $626, and that is °67; °68, you remember, 
goes up to $700. 

Here are the tax receipts. All the time the income was 
going up, even though we reduced taxes, tax receipts 
went up. 

This is the last one, the corporate profits before taxes 
and income tax receipts. Here is the corporate profit. This 
is what they made after taxes. You see, when we came 


* The President was speaking in billions of dollars. 
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in here in °63 how much they had to make? They made 
$60 billion and we took only $20 billion. Here they got 
$66 billion and we took $24 billion. Here they got $76 
billion and we took $26 billion. Here they made $83 
billion and we took $31 billion. Here they made $80 
billion and we took $33 billion. Look at this line here, 
the blue line. 

So those are not going down. Now, if you want to keep 
them going up, every businessman I know, every labor 
man I know, every economist I know who is a student 
of this situation, they tell us that if you have a gross na- 
tional product running over $800 billion, with the ex- 
penditures that we have to make in the cities, in Vietnam, 
and our poverty program, if you would avoid inflation, 
if you would avoid runaway prices, if you would avoid 
high interest rates, if you would avoid a slump in the 
homebuilding industry, then you must have a moderate 
tax bill. 

We have had it in every war we have been in. We 
must have it now. 

I don’t know what is going to happen, but I am going 
to do my best. I hope that all of you will do yours. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. in the Cabinet Room 
at the White House. His opening remarks referred to representa- 
tives of the National Association of Home Builders who were present 


at the ceremony. As enacted, the bill (H.R. 10477) is Public Law 
90-301. 


Scholastic Achievement Awards to 
Blind College Students 


The President’s Remarks Upon Presenting the 1968 
Awards to Sherrill Rae Peterson, Larry Dale Baker, 
and Leonard DuBoff. May 7, 1968 


Miss Peterson, Mr. Baker, Mr. DuBoff: 


I am very glad to welcome you here to the Cabinet 
Room of the White House today. 

We have the very distinct pleasure of presenting awards 
to three oustanding young people—people who each in 
their own way represent a triumph of the spirit. 

They are blind. 

Sherrill Peterson has been blind since birth. 

Larry Baker and Leonard DuBoff became blind as 
young men. 

They have more in common than their handicap: They 
share a determination, a self-respect, and a faith in their 
own ability. 

Each one is graduating in the top few percentage 
points of his or her class. If they had been lesser human 
beings, they could have taken a different path. They could 
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have wallowed in self-pity, depending on charity and liv- 
ing very empty lives. They could have let their blindness 
become more than just a physical affliction. 

But they knew, as we do, that the time has passed when 
the handicapped are shunted off in the backwaters of so- 
ciety, and the time has passed when our only attitudes 
toward the blind are pity and rejection. 

So they chose to stand on their own, asking to be treated 
not with sympathy, but to be treated with respect. 

They want the burdens of responsibility, as well as the 
rewards. 

They know the value of many things that some of us 
take for granted. 

None of us is completely safe from the terrible accidents 
which could take our sight. We are making progress in 
the fight against the many causes of blindness. 

Yet, we still have in America 400,000 people who are 
legally blind; a million more whose eyes are so bad that 
they can’t read a newspaper; and 31 million who have 
only partial vision. 

What Sherrill, Larry, and Leonard have proven is that 
none of these people need be lost as wage earners or active 
family members, or contributors to our communities. 

One of the great pleasures I had early in my days in 
the White House was to take a distinguished lawyer who 
was blind and put him on the Tax Court. And the fine 
things I have heard about his performance have really 
made me pleased that I took that action. 

It is true that none of us would envy your handicap, 
but all of us would do well to envy your character. 

I remember once overhearing an argument between 
two men. One was blind. The other man was chewing 
the blind man up one side and down the other for a 
business decision he had made. 

When the argument was over, someone went up to the 
sighted fellow and said, “You should not have done that. 
Didn’t you know he was blind?” 

The man was a little surprised. “What does that have 
to do with anything?” he said. “That man has a better 
mind than you and I put together and he made a stupid 
mistake. He would never have forgiven me if I hadn't 
bawled him out.” 

So I say to all of you that I would never have forgiven 
myself if I had not come here to meet with you and to 
recognize you, to try to gain strength from you, and to 
learn from you. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:08 p.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. The awards are presented annually by Recording 
for the Blind, Inc., a national nonprofit organization which provides 
free recorded textbooks for college students. At the ceremony, a re- 
corded version of “Abraham Lincoln” by Carl Sandburg, recorded 
by volunteer readers, was presented to the President. 

Larry Dale Baker, a resident of Greenfield, Ind., is graduating 
from Indiana University; Leonard DuBoff, of Bellerose, N.Y., from 


Hofstra University; and Sherrill Rae Peterson, of Galesburg, IIl., 
from the University of Illinois. 
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Presidential Unit Citation 


Announcement of Award to the 20th Tactical 


Reconnaissance Squadron, Pacific Air Forces. 
May 7, 1968 


President Johnson today announced the award of the 
Presidential Unit Citation to the 20th Tactical Recon- 
naissance Squadron, Pacific Air Forces. 

The unit earned the high award for extraordinary 
heroism and outstanding professionalism during combat 
operations in Southeast Asia between April 1, 1966 and 
December 31, 1966. The Squadron provided the majority 
of all Air Force daylight aerial photography taken over 
North Vietnam during the period cited. The unit accom- 
plished its mission in the RF—101 jet aircraft and nor- 
mally operated as single aircraft or in flights of two with- 
out the direct support of protective fighters. 

Extraordinary teamwork and close and continuous 
operations of aircrew and support personnel enabled the 
unit to maintain a high sortie rate and to accomplish 
the unusually demanding mission with outstanding 
results. 

In addition to operating through the extremely bad 
weather conditions associated with the monsoon season, 
the 20th flew its important missions in the face of some 
of the most sophisticated and effective antiaircraft de- 
fense yet experienced. Enemy opposition ranged from 
nearly every caliber of antiaircraft weapons, some radar 
directed, to surface to air missiles. MIG aircraft equipped 
with air to air radar and infrared guided missiles were also 
a part of the enemy defenses. 

Members of the 20th Tactical Reconnaissance Squad- 
ron earned 11 Silver Stars, 32 Distinguished Flying 
Crosses, and 359 Air Medals during this period. 

The citation follows: 


CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 


THE PRESIDENTIAL Unit CITATION 
TO 
20TH TactTicAL RECONNAISSANCE SQUADRON 


The 20th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron distin- 
guished itself by displaying extraordinary gallantry in 
connection with military operations against an opposing 
armed force in Southeast Asia from 1 April 1966 to 31 
December 1966. During this period the 20th Tactical 
Reconnaissance Squadron provided the majority of all 
United States Air Force daylight photographic intelli- 
gence taken over North Vietnam. Flying its combat mis- 
sions in the face of some of the most effective and sophisti- 
cated air defense systems yet experienced by Air Force 
tactical aircraft, the Squadron contributed materially to 
the success of the tactical reconnaissance program in 
Southeast Asia. Through outstanding performance, extra- 
ordinary heroism, complete dedication and total team- 
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work the Squadron accomplished its mission and main- 
tained a high sortie rate despite extensive combat damage, 
aircraft losses, and extremely bad weather conditions over 
targets and recovery airfields. The courage, dedication, 
high professionalism and superb airmanship displayed by 
members of this unit are in keeping with the highest 
standards of performance and reflect great credit upon 
themselves, the unit and the United States Air Force. 


Department of ‘Transportation 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
John E. Robson as Under Secretary and 
Stanford G. Ross as General Counsel. 
May 8, 1968 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate John E. Robson to be Under Secretary of the 
Department of Transportation, to replace Everett 
Hutchinson, who resigned in April 1968. Mr. Robson has 
served since January 31, 1967, as the first General Counsel 
of the Department of Transportation. 

To replace Mr. Robson as General Counsel, the Presi- 
dent intends to nominate Stanford G. Ross, 36, of New 
York City. 

The President also announced that he would designate 
Mr. Robson, upon assuming the office of Under Secretary, 
as Interim Administrator of the Urban Mass Transporta- 
tion Administration as provided in Reorganization Plan 
No. 2 of 1968. Mr. Robson will oversee the transitional 
organizing efforts necessary to bring the UMTA into the 
Department of Transportation from the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

Mr. Robson, 37, was born in New York, N.Y., in 1930. 
He attended Yale University, where he received the B.A. 
degree in 1952, and Harvard Law School, where he grad- 
uated cum laude in 1955. He was admitted to the Illinois 
State Bar that same year. He served from 1955 to 1957 
in the U.S. Army. 

Mr. Robson then joined the law firm of Leibman, 
Williams, Bennett, Baird and Minow, in Chicago, Ill. He 
served as a consultant to the Director of the Bureau of the 
Budget during 1966 and early 1967. 

Mr. Ross was born in St. Louis on October.9, 1931. He 
is a graduate of Washington University in that city and 
received the B.A. degree in 1953. He graduated magna 
cum laude from the Harvard Law School in 1956. 

Following law school, Mr. Ross became an associate 
in the Irell and Manella law firm in Los Angeles, Calif. 
During the school year 1957-58, Mr. Ross was a teaching 
fellow at the Harvard Law School’s international pro- 
gram in taxation. From 1958-61, he was an associate in 
the New York law firm of Dewey, Ballantine, Bushby, 
Palmer and Wood. 
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He joined the U.S. Treasury Department as Assistant 
Tax Legislative Counsel. In 1963, he became professor 
of law in New York University where he served until 1967 
when he became a White House Staff Assistant with 
responsibilities for domestic programs and labor and 
economic affairs. 

Mr. Ross is a member of the California, New York, and 
American Bar Associations, the American Association of 
University Professors, and the Advisory Committee on 
Tax Administration for the City of New York. He has 
served as vice chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Tax Problems, ABA Section on Taxation. Mr. Ross and 
his wife have one child. 


Agency for International Development 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Dr. Herman Brooks James as Assistant Administrator 
for the Waron Hunger. May 8, 1968 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Dr. Herman Brooks James of North Carolina to be 
Assistant Administrator for the War on Hunger, Agency 
for International Development. Dr. James will succeed 
Herbert J. Waters. 
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Dr. James was born on August 27, 1912, in Oakboro, 
N.C. He received his B.S. and M.S. at North Carolina 
State College and his Ph.D. in 1949 from Duke 
University. 

In 1933, Dr. James became a teacher of vocational 
agriculture in Knightdale, N.C., and from 1934 to 1938, 
he served as county agent for Montgomery County, North 
Carolina. He joined the North Carolina Agriculture Ex- 
tension Service at Raleigh as a farm management spe- 
cialist in 1939. He became an agricultural economist for 
the Appalachian and Southeast Regions for the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture in 1943. He was appointed to 
the Department of Agriculture’s Advisory Committee on 
Agricultural Economics in 1954 and continues in that 
capacity. Since 1945, he has been a member of the fac- 
ulty of North Carolina State College, where he now serves 
as professor and dean of agriculture. 

Dr. James is a member of numerous professional asso- 
ciations and is frequently called upon for professional ad- 
vice by public organizations concerned with agricultural 
development. 

Dr. James for many years has maintained a special 
interest in agricultural development problems in Latin 
America. As Assistant Administrator for the War on 
Hunger, he will supervise agricultural development, 
population, and Food for Freedom programs. 

Dr. James and his wife, Verna Lee Greene James, 
reside at 1323 Lutz Avenue, Raleigh, N.C. 














VISIT OF PRIME MINISTER 
THANOM KITTIKACHORN OF THAILAND 


Remarks of the President and Prime Minister Thanom at the Welcoming 
Ceremony on the South Lawn. May 8, 1968 


THE Preswent. Your Excellency, Lady Chongkol, Secretary and Mrs. 


Rusk, General and Mrs. Chapman, distinguished guests, ladies and 
gentlemen: 


Welcome to the United States. 

It has been many months since we began planning this visit. Yet, 
because of the events of the last few days, your arrival today is especially 
timely. 

There is a fresh breeze of hope circulating around the world. It 
concerns both of our Nations, as well as many other nations. 

Thus, it is a good time for men to meet and to reflect. It is a time 
to set our long-term aims and our aspirations for the days ahead. 

Mr. Prime Minister, America’s aims are simple and straightforward. 

We believe that freedom and peace in America can only be secured 
if America remains involved in, and concerned with, the future of human 
freedom throughout the world. 

We believe that the cause of freedom and progress can be worked 
for both economically and politically. 
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The experience of Thailand over recent years shows that great 
economic progress is possible when a motivated people seek it, and work 
toward it, in freedom. The Thai economic growth rate over the last 7 
years has surpassed 7 percent per year—one of the highest rates in all 
the world. 

We believe that human freedom thrives best when men have the 
right to determine their own political destiny. 

That has been our aim in Vietnam: to help a nation in its struggle 
to determine its own destiny. As that simple—but very difficult—ob- 
jective becomes secure, the American role in Vietnam will diminish 
and disappear. I stated that in Manila in 1966; it was stated by General 
Westmoreland again in late 1967; it has been stated by our Secretary 
of State; and Secretary Clifford restated it just a few weeks ago. 

In Bangkok in 1966, at your beautiful university there, I said to 
the leaders in Hanoi: 

“Let us lay aside our arms and sit down . . . at the table of reason. 

. Enough of this sorrow. Let us begin the work of healing. . . .” 

There is hope now, finally, some hope that that offer will bear 
fruit and that an honorable peace could come. 

The world knows that the brave Thai people have been in the 
front rank of those who fought the good fight for freedom in South- 
east Asia. Thailand was the first nation—the first nation—to join with 
America in the successful U.N. effort in Korea in 1950. Thailand was 
the first member to ratify the SEATO Treaty. Thai troops today stand 
and fight shoulder to shoulder with us in South Vietnam. 

Mr. Prime Minister, it is good to have such a staunch ally by one’s 
side as we begin this time of hope and recommitment to our principles. 

Welcome again. We look forward with great pleasure to the time 
that you can spend here with us and to the profitable exchanges that 
we sincerely believe will take place. 


Prime MINnIsTeR THANOM. Mr. President, Mrs. Johnson, ladies and 
gentlemen: 


May I express my heartfelt appreciation, Mr. President, for your 
generous words of greeting. 

My wife and I have been happy to accept your kind invitation to 
visit the United States and to bring with us for you, Mr. President, and 
for Mrs. Johnson and the American Nation, the greetings and good 
wishes of Their Majesties the King and Queen, as well as those of the 
Thai people. 

We also vividly remember your visit to our country, the first official 
visit ever paid by a President of the United States to Thailand. The 
Thai people greatly rejoiced in welcoming you as the Chief of State 
of a country we, in Thailand, hold to be our great friend and ally. 

Mr. President, while some people may not be clear in their think- 
ing, as their minds are beclouded by doubts, we in Thailand fully 
realize and appreciate how much the United States and its gallant sol- 
diers have done and are still doing to help defend small nations against 
aggression and, thus, to preserve the delicate peace in the world. 

We know the extent of sacrifices such a decision involves, but the 
lesson of the recent past tells us that they are smaller than those which 
would have to be borne if the aggressors were allowed to strengthen 
themselves with the spoils of their victims. 
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The Thai Nation and, indeed, the free nations of Asia, will always 
remember you, Mr. President, as the courageous defender of freedom 
in Asia and as the man who has spared the United States and the world 
from another holocaust. 

Thailand, on its part, has accepted to shoulder its share of sacri- 
fices and responsibility. At the same time, the Thai Nation and people 
are with you and those enlightened Americans in your incessant quest 
for a lasting and meaningful peace—a genuine peace which is not a 
facade covering a surrender—but a peace which guarantees freedom 
and the right for small nations to exist with dignity and independence. 

With this purpose in mind, we have come to Washington to join 
with you, Mr. President, in our unrelenting search for a peaceful and 
progressive future in Southeast Asia. 

Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. on the South Lawn at the White House, 
where Prime Minister Thanom was given a formal welcome with full military honors. 





The ceremony was to be telecast by satellite to Thailand to inaugurate the new 


Sri Racha earth station there. 





Visit of Prime Minister 
Thanom Kittikachorn of Thailand 


Exchange of Toasts Between the President and Prime 
Minister Thanom at a Dinner Honoring the 
Prime Minister. May 8, 1968 


THE Preswent. Your Excellency, Lady Chongkol, Mr. 
Vice President, Mr. Secretary of State, distinguished 
guests, ladies and gentlemen: 


Mr. Prime Minister, your visit today is historic and 
very pleasing in more ways than one. Right after we 
finish this dinner, you and I will go upstairs to the Treaty 
Room in the White House. We will place a telephone call 
to Bangkok. Together, we will talk to your Acting Prime 
Minister and, thus, we will inaugurate a new and a direct 
telephone service between our two Nations that are so 
many thousands of miles apart. 

I have already assured the Prime Minister that I will 
not abuse the privileges of this new Thai line. His personal 
phone number will continue to remain unlisted. 

As we meet here tonight, our Nations are linked closer 
together in another way. Your arrival at the White House 
this morning, Mr. Prime Minister, is being telecast to 
Thailand. This is the first direct telecast from the United 
States across the Pacific to the new Asian mainland. Your 
government, sir, has helped to make this miracle possible. 
You have had the vision, the imagination, and the cour- 
age to go ahead and build the ground station that is now 
receiving signals from an American satellite which is 
orbiting far out over the Pacific. 

This telecast is evidence of a tremendous and recent 
leap in man’s ability to communicate with man—-to see, 


to speak, and to learn about the world in which he lives— 
to better understand all the peoples of the earth, and all 
the truths that can join us as one human family on one 
peaceful planet. 


It is our space technology that has given us the miracles 
of satellites and these worldwide telecasts. Most of us 
never recognize that at all. It is the millions of dollars and 
the many millions of man-hours that are invested in our 
space program that give America and Thailand a new 
link tonight—just as this technology draws all men closer 
in understanding and the partnership that can come 
from it. 

That, I think, is the real message that should go out 
over the airwaves tonight. I hope that it will be heard— 
and, Mr. Boggs, I hope it will be heeded in the Con- 
gress—when the critics of the space program sit down to 
do their budget calculations. 

Personally, I am delighted that we have already slipped 
under this wire. 

Speaking of telecasts, I am tempted to ask the Prime 
Minister for equal time tonight, because I understand 
that he made a very special side trip on his recent visit 
to Florida. He requested—and I think was granted—a 
special tour of the hall where the Republican Party will 
evolve its plans to defeat us and where it will hold its 
convention a little later this year. 

Mr. Prime Minister, should you choose to visit Chicago, 
I think there are some people who would be delighted 
to serve as your guide. The Vice President has a very 
crowded schedule these days but he has never failed me 
in any request I have made. I am sure if you put Chicago 
on your itinerary and you desire to go and take a look 
at the convention hall, we could call upon the Vice Presi- 
dent to go and show you through it. 
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I have some doubt, Mr. Prime Minister, as to who is 
going to be the star of the telecast that you will see. As 
you and I were making some very solemn speeches this 
morning, according to the press, out here on the South 
Lawn, Mrs. Johnson noticed that the cameras kept look- 
ing away from us. She told me later that they missed what 
we had to say because they were focused on a very happy 
little boy in the White House doorway. He had a Thai 
flag in one hand and an American flag in the other hand, 
and every time he saw a camera, your grandson looked 
directly into the eye of it and waved both flags so the 
camera could see them. 

I learned to admire your little grandson this morning, 
Mr. Prime Minister. He is a fast runner and I predict 
he has a great public future. I believe he is only 2 years 
old. He seems to have done something that I have been 
unable to do in 60 years—he has mastered the very diffi- 
cult art of charming the American press. 

Luckily, I did not bring my own grandson along this 
morning. If I had, Mr. Prime Minister, I don’t think 
that either of us would have been in any pictures at all. 

Mrs. Johnson and I know that this visit is your first 
opportunity to see two of your grandchildren. We know 
from personal experience how delightful that must be for 
you and your wife. We are very pleased to share with 
all of you that joy. 

Our families mean much to both of us. We both know 
in very personal terms what it means to have members 
of our immediate family away from home fighting in 
Vietnam—you, through your own son, and me through 
both of my sons-in-law. The hope that sustains us, and 
the things which make our burdens easier, is the hope 
that our sons have seen their duty—and they are going 
to succeed in it. 





These young men—and the many hundreds of thou- 
sands like them—are our guardians tonight. I believe in 
all faith and in great pride that these young men are also 
the builders of a greater and a better world. They are 
the builders of a more secure and a prospering new Asia, 
a peaceful and a progressive partnership among men. 

All of us know and value the contributions that the 
Royal Thai Government, under your own wise and strong 
leadership, is making daily to that dream. 

Your role in SEATO is fundamental to the collective 
security and growth of Southeast Asia. You stand stead- 
fast with us and our allies, holding up the shield behind 
which a new Asia is building tonight. By helping to 
mediate old and outworn quarrels, you are inspiring your 
neighbors to come and reason together and to work in 
new and creative enterprises. 

By working through the United Nations, you are help- 
ing to harness the mighty Mekong River for the benefit 
of literally millions of your own people and millions of 
your neighbors. By creating and encouraging a host of 
new cooperative institutions, you are laying the founda- 
tions of a system where Asians can work out their own 
destiny in their own way. 
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These are the goals—and these are the stakes—of our 
common commitment in Southeast Asia. These are the 
reasons why I take those commitments so seriously, why 
we are pledged to honor them scrupulously. We seek noth- 
ing more than an honorable settlement of conflict and 
difficulty. But, Mr. Prime Minister, we are determined 
to accept nothing less. 

We will negotiate in good faith, but we will never— 
we will never—abandon our commitments nor will we 
ever compromise the future of Asia at the negotiating 
table. We will sit down in Paris as cordial, fairminded, 
and openhanded men. However hard or however long the 
labor, we will not tire in keeping our public trust. 

I hope that our own people, all of them, and our 
adversaries as well, will realize that increased infiltration, 
sending new MIGs to new airfields south of the 20th 
parallel, will not go unnoticed, even when we have sum- 
moned all of our patience and our fairness in an attempt 
to peacefully sit down at the table and be fair with our 
fellow men. 

Mr. Prime Minister, it is as I described it the other 
evening. We want to move from enmity to brotherhood, 
from destruction to common efforts on behalf of the men, 
women, and children of Southeast Asia. 

In this we ask the prayers of all of our fellow men 
tonight throughout the world, because this is the eve of 
our delegation’s departure for what I hope with all of 
my heart will be the table of peace. 

Let us toast their going. Let us toast their success and 
to the precious gift that they may bring us on their return. 

But let us never enjoy the illusion for a moment that 
the road is not going to be long, hard, and difficult; that 
it will try men’s patience and men’s souls. 

Let us remember and toast tonight others whose mission 
is peace, to the gallant and the magnificent soldiers of 
Thailand whose courage and whose sacrifices give their 
South Vietnamese and American comrades so much heart. 
These brave men and their families give us all so much 
confidence that the day of reconciliation must come some- 
day, and we hope it will come soon. 

Ladies and gentlemen, those of you who have come 
from throughout the breadth of this land, from most of 
the 50 States, I should like to ask you to toast now to all 
that we share with the people of Thailand and all of our 
warm regards for Their Majesties, the King and the 
Queen of Thailand. 


Prime Minister TuHanom. Mr. President, Mrs. 
Johnson, Mr. Vice President, distinguished guests, and 
friends: 


May I thank you, Mr. President, most sincerely for your 
generous words of welcome and for your gracious hospi- 
tality extended to all of us. I am indeed grateful to you, 
Mr. President, for your heartening expression of friend- 
ship toward Thailand and its people. 

We highly value the opportunity given by this visit to 
meet and exchange views with you, Mr. President, and 
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with other distinguished leaders of your government on 
many matters of mutual interest and concern. 

I feel highly gratified that on the vital question of peace 
and stability of Southeast Asia, with particular relation 
to Vietnam, the United States and Thailand share the 
same views that aggression must not be allowed to suc- 
ceed and that smaller nations must not be subjected 
against their will to alien domination by the sheer use of 
force, terror, and subversion. For if such conquest were 
allowed to take place, the seeds of wider conflict would 
be sown with dire consequences for our Nations and the 
rest of mankind. 

With keen realization of this great danger, you have 
taken, Mr. President, a courageous stand to forestall the 
dreadful event and prevent grievous sacrifices which 
otherwise would befall your great Nation and the rest of 
the world. 

For this wise and farsighted decision, the Thai people 
and the free nations of Asia are forever grateful to you 
and will always keep in their memory the name of 
Lyndon Baines Johnson as a benefactor who has gallantly 
upheld the cause of their freedom and independence. 

They fully realize how difficult and painful it must have 
been for you, Mr. President, as a man of peace, to reach 
such a momentous decision which would involve the well- 
being and the lives of many brave, young men, especially 
your sons-in-law. 

If any vindication were to be needed, it will be by 
history that, in accepting the present heavy and grievous 
burden, many more lives will have been spared for this 
great Nation and the rest of the world. 

Already the course that the United States and its allies 
have taken is proven to be a correct one as our firm resolve 
has convinced the aggressors that they cannot overcome 
free nations by violence and conquest. 

A grave and important task, however, remains to be 
accomplished, namely, that of preventing the enemy of 
freedom from reaping at the conference table the victory 
they could not achieve on the battlefield, for otherwise, 
the costly sacrifices of our gallant soldiers would have 
been in vain. 


You, Mr. President, and the American Nation, may 
rest assured that Thailand and its people, who have 
braved the risk of war and destruction, stand with you 
and the United States in forging a firm and meaningful 
peace which will insure that free peoples will always 
remain free. 


Conscious of its duty, the Thai Government and people 
have not remained idle. As fighting goes on, they have, 
by themselves, and in conjunction with some of their 
neighbors, laid the foundations for peace and future prog- 
ress of Southeast Asia. 

We shall need you, as perhaps you will need us, to 
join together in constructive endeavors in building a better 
and more harmonious world in which free men can en- 
gage without fear of death and destruction in the pursuit 
of their happiness. 
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It will always be our fond hope, Mr. President, that 
the great American Nation and the small Thai Nation 
will always join hands in such a practical and mutually 
beneficial partnership for peace, for freedom and progress. 

I should like now to propose a toast to the President 
of the United States and to the everlasting friendship 
between the American Nation and the Thai Nation. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 10:13 p.m. in the State Dining Room 


at the White House. As printed above, this item follows the text 
of the White House press release. 


Department of Housing and Urban 
Development Appropriations Bill 


Statement by the President Following Passage of Bill by 
the House of Representatives. May 8, 1968 


The House has just passed the fiscal 1969 appropriation 
for the Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

This measure is a step forward—but it does not go 
far enough. 

The sums voted for our city programs are higher than 
the amounts approved by Congress last year. But they 
fall far short of the request the President made in the 
January budget for the important model cities and rent 
supplement programs so essential to ease the crisis in our 
cities. 

I hope the Senate will fully restore the amounts to the 
minimum levels I recommended so that we can move 
forward with the urgent task of rebuilding the American 
city. 


Crime Control and Safe Streets Bill 


The President’s Letter to the Majority Leader of 
the Senate. May 9, 1968 


Dear Mike: 


The Senate is approaching a moment of decision for 
America, as debate proceeds on the Crime Control and 
Safe Streets Act of 1968. 

I would hope that three facts—three crucial facts— 
can illuminate that debate. 

First, a harsh reality faces the most affluent Nation on 
earth. Crimes of violence threaten to turn us into a land 
of fearful strangers. The triple-lock door and the street 
that empties quickly at nightfall are unhappy symbols in 
modern America. The rapist and the mugger, the rack- 
eteer and the robber leave heavy scars on our society. 

Second, the key to effective crime control is effective 
law enforcement—at the local level. As I have repeatedly 
stressed, crime is a local problem. It must be defeated in 
the community it corrodes. 

Third, the machinery of local law enforcement all across 
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the Nation must be strengthened before it can carry out 
its mission effectively. Far too many local police forces 
are ill-paid, ill-equipped, and ill-trained. 

Fifteen months ago, based on a study I had conducted 
by the President’s Crime Commission, which was com- 
posed of the most carefully selected and outstanding ex- 
perts in the field—the most authoritative study of crime 
in America ever conducted—I then urged the Congress 
to immediately launch a massive effort to revitalize local 
law enforcement—from crime prevention to the appre- 
hension of criminals to the system of corrections. 

That proposal—the Safe Streets program—is now em- 
bodied in Title I of the bill before the Senate. 

Through federal grants to local communities and states, 
it will put new strength into the entire network of crime 
control and criminal justice. It will give the policeman 
on the beat—who risks his life to protect our homes and 
families—better training and equipment for his job. It 
will reward him with better pay for his service. It will 
put the resources of modern science behind his efforts. 

I urge the Senate to pass Title I. It is long overdue 
and urgently needed. Delay will be a victory for the 
criminal—from the petty thief to the kings of organized 
crime. The losers will be the American people. 

The pending bill also addresses itself to another urgent 
national concern—the need for gun control legislation. 

I have sought a proper and strong gun control bill for 
as long as I have been President. 

Title IV takes a long step toward public safety, by 
helping to keep pistols and other hand guns away from 
the dangerous and the deranged. 

But it does not go far enough. 

It fails to provide the same protection against weapons 
which are just as deadly in criminal hands—the rifle and 
other long guns. 

Now, it is time to stand up and show we are not a 
Government by lobby but a Government of law. 

Has not the high powered mail order rifle brought 
tragedy enough to America? What in the name of con- 
science will it take to pass a truly effective gun control 
law? 

The issue of immediate importance is to bring safety 
to our streets. 

We can best do this by: 

—Strengthening the Gun Control Law. 

—wWriting the provisions of Title I (the Safe Streets 

Program) into the statute books without delay. 
—Not encumbering the legislation with provisions rais- 

ing grave constitutional questions and which might 

jeopardize the prompt passage of Title I. 

In the clear and compelling interest of 200 million 
Americans, I urge the Senate to enact Title I—now. 

The mugger and the murderer will not wait. 

Neither must we. 

Sincerely, 
Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
[Honorable Mike Mansfield, United States Senate, Washington, 
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Federal Executive Institute 


Announcement of Establishment of Center 
for Advanced Study for Civil Service 
Executives. May 9, 1968 

President Johnson announced today the establishment 
of a center for advanced study for top civil service execu- 
tives at Charlottesville, Va. The new center, designated 
the Federal Executive Institute, will be open next October 
at Charlottesville in collaboration with the University of 
Virginia. 

The program at the Institute will be conducted by the 
Civil Service Commission which was directed last year 
by the President to establish such a center as a part of a 
general improvement in training programs for Federal 
employees. 

The Institute will offer top career level executives 
intensive courses designed to bring greater effectiveness 
to the administration of Government programs. Studies 
at the Institute will focus primarily on three areas of vital 
importance: 


—the major problems facing our society and the nature 
of the Government’s response to those problems; 
—ways of maximizing Government organizations to 

increase the effectiveness of programs; 
—ways in which administration of Federal programs 
can be improved. 


The Institute will be established within authorities 
already granted by the Congress through the Government 
Employees Training Act of 1958. Operating costs will be 
shared by the departments and agencies using the Insti- 
tute. It will supplement training programs now estab- 
lished for Federal employees and will be directed largely 
at those employees in the top three levels (GS-16 and 
above, or equivalent) of the civil service. 

Once the Federal Executive Institute is in full opera- 
tion, it will accommodate 60 persons in an 8-week class 
with at least five classes to be held each fiscal year. Federal 
departments and agencies will be encouraged to assign 
only their ablest people—those who will benefit most from 
this program of training, and who can be expected to 
make the greatest contribution to Government in the 
years ahead. 

The Institute, under the leadership of the Chairman of 
the Civil Service Commission, and an advisory board, 
will call upon leaders in the academic community, in 
Government, and in private enterprise to assist in provid- 
ing top career executives the best training possible. 

The location of the Institute at Charlottesville will per- 
mit close and constructive relationship with the adminis- 
tration, students and faculty of the University of Virginia. 
Discussions are underway with President Edgar F. 
Shannon, Jr., of the University about the long range 
plans for the Institute and its relation to the University. 
Initially, the Institute will be housed in temporary leased 
quarters a short distance from the University campus. 
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Young American Medals for Bravery 
and Service 


The President’s Remarks Upon Presenting the Award 
for Bravery to William Glynn and the Awards for 
Service to Carmalita Capilla and Mary Lynne Donohue. 
May 9, 1968 


Attorney General Clark, Director Hoover, Dean Gris- 
wold, distinguished Members of Congress, ladies and 
gentleman: 


This morning we have come here to the Cabinet Room 
because it gives us an opportunity to honor courage—not, 
as often in these times, the courage of the battlefield, but 
the quieter courage that is exhibited by our finer citizens 
in their everyday life. 

I am doubly pleased because these awards pay tribute 
to the idealism and the commitment of our American 
youth. 


There is a great deal of ferment among many of our 
young people today. Some of it is foolish and some of it 
is self-destructive. But most of it represents power—power 
for good, power for constructive change. I think most of 
it is brave and most of it is selfless. 

William Glynn is receiving the Young American Medal 
for Bravery. He was just 15 years old when he saved a 
drowning man off Long Island. For more than 2 hours, 
he battled 14-foot waves to keep the exhausted and the 
unconscious man from slipping away to a certain death. 

Carmalita Capilla and Mary Lynne Donohue are 
receiving medals for service. 
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Carmalita devoted almost all of her free time to helping 
the less fortunate mentally ill at Hawaii State Hospital. 
One hospital official said, “You could follow Carmalita 
by the trail of smiles she left with the patients.” 

Mary Lynne was president of the Sheboygan Associa- 
tion of Youth. She directed more than 1,000 young people 
in fundraising for the March of Dimes and the USO. 

She was a member of the Steering Committee of the 
Sheboygan Human Rights Association. Somehow, she 
still managed to finish in the top five percent of her high 
school class, 

There were 70 other nominees—from 23 States, Guam, 
and Puerto Rico—who did not win medals. But we value 
them nonetheless. 

In this period of our history, when we so often see on 
our screens and so often read in our newspapers the mis- 
takes that have been made and the errors that have been 
committed, it is refreshing and stimulating to hear and to 
see some of the things that make our Nation the great 
Nation that it is. 

They 





and you—are a credit to your generation. You 
are an inspiration to your President and to your country. 
Thank you very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 11:43 a.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. 

William G. Glynn III of Westbury, L.I., N.Y., Carmalita Capilla 
of Kailua, Oahu, Hawaii, and Mary Lynne Donohue of Sheboygan, 
Wis., were chosen from 73 nominees submitted by the Governors of 
23 States, Guam, and Puerto Rico. 

Nominations were judged by the Young American Medals Com- 
mittee whose members are J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the FBI, 
Chairman, Solicitor General Erwin N. Griswold, and Cliff Sessions, 
Director of Public Information, Department of Justice. 

The awards are for the year 1966 and make a total of 29 awarded 
for bravery and 14 for service since 1950 when Congress established 
the program under the Justice Department. 














VISIT OF PRIME MINISTER 
THANOM KITTIKACHORN OF THAILAND 


Joint Statement of President Johnson and Prime Minister Thanom Following 
Their Discussions in Washington. May 9, 1968 


At the invitation of President Lyndon B. Johnson of the United 
States, Prime Minister Thanom Kittikachorn of the Kingdom of Thai- 
land paid an official visit to Washington on May 8 and 9. This visit 
afforded the President and the Prime Minister and several of his senior 
Cabinet colleagues an opporunity to exchange views on current develop- 
ments in Thailand and on the situation in Southeast Asia. 


THAILAND 


The Prime Minister described the dynamic economic expansion cur- 
rently taking place in Thailand. He mentioned the major role played by 
private initiative and emphasized Thai interest in promoting foreign 
investment in his country. He also referred to the forthcoming promulga- 
tion of a new Constitution by His Majesty the King. 
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The President and the Prime Minister discussed the externally- 
supported, Communist-directed subversion and insurgency in Thailand, 
especially in the northern and northeastern regions. In this connection, 
the Prime Minister described his Government’s programs for providing 
security to the rural population and improving their social and economic 
conditions. He also noted that while welcoming foreign assistance in the 
form of training, equipment and advice, the Royal Thai Government re- 
garded defeating the insurgency as a Thai responsibility to be carried out 
by its own forces. The President made clear the intention of the United 
States to continue its assistance to Thailand to help provide the Royal 
Thai Government with the means of meeting illegal Communist activi- 
ties. He stressed American support in the field of accelerated rural devel- 
opment, especially with regard to roads and water resources. 

The President re-emphasized the determination of the United States 
to stand by its treaty commitments to Thailand and its other allies in Asia. 
He recalled with pleasure the three visits he has made to Thailand. He 
noted the pledge that he had given at the time of his visit to Bangkok in 
1966 that the commitment of the United States was not of a particular 
political party or administration, but of the people of the United States, 
and that “America keeps its commitments.” 


VIETNAM 


The President and the Prime Minister reviewed in detail the situa- 
tion in South Vietnam. They reaffirmed their determination to assist the 
Republic of Vietnam in defending itself against aggression in order to 
assure its people the right to determine their own future free from external 
interference and terrorism. They also stressed the importance of this 
defense to the security of other nations in the region. 


The President and the Prime Minister reviewed the military situa- 
tion including the recent initiatives of the Government of South Vietnam 


and actions by the United States and its allies to increase their forces 
there. 


The Prime Minister noted that additional Thai forces, the first 
increments of a Thai division, will deploy to South Vietnam shortly to 
join Thai troops already fighting with South Vietnamese, American, and 
other allied units. The President paid tribute to the contribution Thailand 
is making to our common defense interests by making base facilities avail- 
able for use by the United States. He also praised the hospitality extended 
American servicemen by the Thai people. 

The President and the Prime Minister agreed that the attainment 
of a just and durable peace required both a strong military posture and 
the pursuit of a diplomatic solution. They agreed to continue their efforts 
on both these fronts until such a peace is secured. 

The President reviewed in detail the developments that had followed 
his initiative of March 31 to halt bombing in the major part of North 
Vietnam and to invite talks. The President and the Prime Minister 
expressed satisfaction that Paris had now been agreed as the site for talks, 
and the President reviewed the position that American representatives 
would take in the opening stages of these talks. The President reaffirmed 
that at each stage the U.S. Government would continue its full consulta- 
tions with the Royal Thai Government and its other allies concerning 
negotiating positions and developments. The President and the Prime 
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Minister also reaffirmed the position stated in the Seven-Nation Foreign 
Ministers Meeting of April 1967—that a settlement in Vietnam, to be 
enduring, must respect the wishes and aspirations of the Vietnamese peo- 


ple; that the Republic of Vietnam should be a full participant in any 


negotiations designed to bring about a settlement of the conflict ; and that 
the allied nations which have helped to defend the Republic of Vietnam 
should participate in any settlement of the conflict. Expressing the hope 
that the Paris conversations would result in serious discussions on the 
substance of peace in Vietnam, the President and the Prime Minister 
reaffirmed that the Manila Communique of 1966 would form the basis of 
the allied position. The two leaders emphasized their determination that 
the South Vietnamese people shall not be conquered by aggression and 
shall enjoy their inherent right to decide their own way of life and form 
of government. The President and the Prime Minister also noted the 


importance of ensuring full compliance with the provisions of the 1962 
Geneva Accords on Laos. 


In discussing the situation which would follow a cessation of hos- 
tilities in Vietnam, the President and the Prime Minister agreed that close 
and continuous consultation on economic and security questions would be 
required to assure a smooth transition from war to peace. 


REGIONAL COOPERATION 


The President and the Prime Minister further reviewed the favor- 
able trends in regional cooperation in Southeast Asia and Thailand’s 
leading role in furthering these developments. Particular note was taken 
of the accomplishments in the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Asia and the Far East (ECAFE) and the Mekong Committee, to whose 
studies and projects they attach considerable importance, and of the evo- 
lution of several new Southeast Asian organizations which raise hope for 
a new era of constructive common endeavor for a lasting peace and 
sustained progress of the area. Referring to his speech at Johns Hopkins in 
April 1965, the President cited our support for Southeast Asian regional 
development as clear evidence of the United States continuing concern 
for and commitment to the nations of this region. 


In particular, the Prime Minister reported to the President discus- 
sions held in New York with a U.S. team headed by Mr. Eugene R. Black 
concerning the favorable outlook for the Pa Mong dam on the main- 
stream of the Mekong River. The President and the Prime Minister 
agreed on the importance of this project and the desirability of accelerat- 
ing present project feasibility studies under the Mekong Committee. 

In conclusion, Prime Minister Thanom Kittikachorn expressed his 
grateful appreciation for the gracious hospitality extended to him and 
Thanpuying Chongkol as well as the members of their party by the 
President of the United States and for the warm and friendly welcome 
accorded them by the Government and the people of the United States. 
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Department of Justice 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 

Edwin M. Zimmerman To Succeed Donald F. Turner 
as Assistant Attorney General in Charge of the 
Antitrust Division. May 10, 1968 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate Edwin M. Zimmerman as Assistant Attorney 
General in charge of the Antitrust Division of the Depart- 
ment of Justice. He will succeed Donald F. Turner, who 
has submitted his resignation effective June 1. 

Mr. Turner, 47, who has held the position since June 
of 1965, plans to return to the faculty of the Harvard 
Law School. 

Mr. Zimmerman, 43, joined the Department of Jus- 
tice in July of 1965 as Director of Policy Planning for 
the Antitrust Division. In December of that year, he was 
named First Assistant by Mr. Turner. 

Mr. Zimmerman was born June 11, 1924 in New York 
City. He received an A.B. degree in 1944 from Columbia 
College, where he was a Phi Beta Kappa. After service 
in the Army in the Philippines and Japan from 1944 to 
1946, he returned to Columbia Law School and was 
graduated in 1949. 

In 1949, he was law clerk to Judge Simon Rifkind of 
the United States District Court in Manhattan and in 
1950 and 1951 was law clerk to Associate Justice Stanley 
F. Reed of the United States Supreme Court. 

Mr. Zimmerman was with a New York City law firm 
from 1951 to 1959 and then joined the faculty of the 
Stanford University Law School. He was a full professor, 
specializing in the antitrust and securities regulation field, 
when he joined the Department. 

Mr. Turner was a professor of law at Harvard Uni- 
versity when nominated by President Johnson to be As- 
sistant Attorney General in 1965. 

He was born March 19, 1921 at Chippewa Falls, Wis., 
and received a Ph. D. in economics from Harvard in 1947 
and an LL.B. from Yale University in 1950. He was a 
law clerk to Justice Tom C. Clark of the Supreme Court 
from 1950 to 1951, in private law practice in Washington, 
D.C. from 1951 to 1954, when he joined the Harvard 
faculty. 

He currently is in Europe to attend meetings of the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment in Brussels, Paris, and London. 


Vocational Industrial Clubs 
of America 


The President’s Remarks to a Group of Young People 
Representing VICA. May 10,1968 


I am very proud of what we have been able to do in 
the vocational education field. 
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I have observed nothing in my contacts with young 
people—and I have two or three groups a day, in the 
hope that I can learn something from them and keep 
contact with them, and maybe they can learn something 
from coming here—that pleased me more than your 
presentation. I don’t think I have heard a better one. 

The fact that you were aware that you were in the 
presence of Jackson, Lincoln, and Roosevelt, and tied it 
into the remarks you had to make, and where the wood 
came from, is just another indication that our school 
system is doing a pretty good job in this day and time. 

All we hear sometimes are challenges to our future. 
A lot of people wonder about what our young people 
are doing, then we see a demonstration like you put on 
here this morning. It makes me think that every dollar 
we have invested in our schools has been returned 
with interest. 

Yes, I served with Mr. Doughton of North Carolina 
for a long time. He was a great leader of the Ways and 
Means Committee. I have had a rather intimate associ- 
ation with the Members of Congress from your State. 
My grandfather came from your State. 

I am so proud we are producing 18-year-olds in this 
Nation who can come in the presence of the President 
in the Cabinet Room and probably make a better presen- 
tation than either the President or the Members of the 
Cabinet. I hope the people you represent are as proud 
of you as I am. I hope you will tell your family what an 
excellent job the President thought you did. 


We are very, very strong for vocational education. 
We are very proud of the landmark legislation we passed. 
Under 35 Presidents, the primary legislative matters in 
the educational field were in the field of vocational edu- 
cation, the George-Deen Act, the Smith-Hughes Act, 
and creating the Office of Education itself, in Andrew 
Johnson’s time. 


But when you added all of those educational matters 
together, you had less than you could count on your 
fingers in 35 previous administrations. Because the em- 
phasis has been on learning and moving forward in the 
21st century, and the need to know, driving ignorance 
from our midst, we have passed three times as many bills 
in the last 4 years in the educational field as we did in all 
the other 35 administrations put together. We see that it 
is paying off in all of you. 

Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11:50 a.m. in the Cabinet Room at 
the White House. As printed above, this item follows the text of the 
White House press release. 

Prior to the President’s remarks, he was presented with a gavel 
in appreciation of his efforts in making vocational industrial- 
technical training opportunities available to the youth of America. 
The presentation was made by the president of the Vocational 
Industrial Clubs of America, Miss Lynn Register, 18, of Columbus, 
Ga. 

The gavel was made by VICA member 16-year-old Terry Love- 
lace of Sparta, N.C. The gavel’s handle is of white hickory wood 
from The Hermitage, home of Andrew Jackson in Nashville, Tenn.; 
its mallet of oak from the Old State House in Springfield, Ill., where 
Abraham Lincoln served; and, its sounding block of wood from 
the Hyde Park, N.Y. estate of Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
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Luncheon Honoring Dr. José Mora 
and Dr. William Sanders 


Remarks of the President and Dr. Mora at a Luncheon 
Honoring the Retiring Secretary General and Assistant 


Secretary General of the Organization of American 
States. May 10,1968 


Tue Preswent. Dr. Mora, Dr. Sanders, distinguished 
Ambassadors, Members of Congress, distinguished ladies 
and gentlemen: 


We have come here to the White House today to 
honor two of the outstanding public servants of this 
hemisphere. 


Mr. José Mora and William Sanders have guided our 
Organization of American States through the most chal- 
lenging decade in its history. Their stewardship has seen 
the launching of the Alliance For Progress and the Inter- 
American Development Bank. 


They have witnessed and shared in the great move- 
ment toward economic integration that was reflected in 
the Central American Common Market and the Latin 
American Free Trade Association. 


They stood in the front lines defending our hemisphere 
during the times of great peril, and they stood beside us as 
we adopted a new charter of promise and hope in the 
Americas in the Presidents’ action program of Punta del 
Este. 

For almost half of this decade, I have worked shoulder 
to shoulder with these two distinguished men. We have 
strengthened the security of our hemisphere beyond 
doubt. We have waged a successful battle for economic 
opportunity and social justice in Latin America. 

In these years, just to cite a few facts, the average per 
capita growth in Latin America has more than doubled 
over the first 3 years of the Alliance, from nine-tenths of 
1 percent in 1961 through 1963, to 2%o percent from 
1964 through 1967. 

The United States has put $7 billion 700 million at the 
service of the Alliance For Progress. That is 35 percent 
higher per annum in the last 4 years than we did in the 
first 3 years. 


The enrollment in our primary schools has increased 
by almost 7 million students, and in secondary schools by 
close to 2 million students. The number of cooperatives 
has increased by over 35 percent. A quarter of a million 
land titles have already been distributed, and tax collec- 
tions, which rose $489 million in the 1961 through 1963 
period, increased from $489 million to nearly $3 billion 
during the 1964 to 1967 period. 

Our inter-American system has always been a trail 
blazer in the quest for a better world. We have pioneered 
procedures for the peaceful settlement of disputes. There 
has been no armed conflict between the members of our 
community now for more than 30 years. 
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We have championed the principle of self-determina- 
tion of peoples. We have acted to preserve it—collec- 
tively—when it was threatened in our hemisphere. 

We have developed the modern concept of collective 
security, We are pursuing the goal of representative de- 
mocracy. Elections held throughout the hemisphere 
during the last 2 years show that we are making great 
progress. 

We are demonstrating that through the Alliance For 
Progress, by all of us working together, nations in a region 
can build economic democracy and Latin America re- 
cently gave the world a model for preventing the spread 
of nuclear weapons. 

All of this could not have been achieved without the 
dedication of wise men—men who saw that in laboring 
for cooperation between all the nations of America, they 
would serve the interests of each nation and its people. 

Mr. Sanders, we are very proud of your dedicated 
service to the inter-American cause. 

Dr. Mora, I am reminded of Emerson’s words: “An 
institution is the lengthened shadow of a man.” You leave 
your high office knowing that the OAS will carry the mark 
of your achievements throughout history. You leave with 
the deep gratitude of this Nation—of this Nation’s Presi- 
dent and of this Nation’s people—for making the new 
world a better and a safer place for free men to pursue 
their destiny. 

There is so much that is undone. There is still so much 
to be done. But it can and it will be done. If those who 
follow you in this institution cast the same shadow of 
solidarity and progress for our hemisphere, then we have 
many good years to look forward to. 


I ask you to rise and join me in a toast to Dr. Mora 
and Mr. Sanders. 


SECRETARY GENERAL Mora. Mr. President, distin- 
guished Members of the Congress, distinguished Ambas- 
sadors, friends, ladies, and gentlemen: 


Dr. Sanders and I are greatly honored by this luncheon 
today, and deeply moved by the warm words of friend- 
ship that have just been spoken. 

Of the many satisfactions that I have had during the 
term of my office as Secretary General of the Organiza- 
tion of American States, none has been greater than that 
afforded by the support given to our regional organiza- 
tion by leaders of the hemisphere, and very particularly 
by our host, President Johnson. 

The concern of President Johnson for his country’s 
neighbors has been manifested time and again. It is a 
very real concern of President Johnson, based on a keen 
appreciation of the immense problems by which the peo- 
ple and governments of Latin America are confronted. 

It is expressed in a conviction that the concepts of the 
good neighbor and the great society know no boundaries, 
and that the hand of friendship, once extended, should 
be a helping hand, such as President Johnson has 
demonstrated. 
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Above all, that concern is marked by a sense of the 
imperativeness of immediate action. In addressing his 
fellow chiefs of state at their meeting last year in Punta 
del Este, President Johnson proclaimed: “The pace of 
change is not fast enough. . . . The time is now. The 
responsibility is ours. So let us declare the next 10 years 
the decade of urgency.” 

It is characteristic of President Johnson’s sense of per- 
sonal commitment that he has never issued a call for 
action by the hemisphere without a clear plan in view 
and a firm pledge of support by his government for the 
common endeavor. 

The most recent instance we witnessed only a few days 
ago in this house when President Johnson proposed a task 
force of the Hemisphere’s outstanding planners to work 
out a 5-year program for speeding up the physical integra- 
tion of the Americas, “uniting the continents with roads 
and river systems, with power grids and pipelines, and 
with transport and telephone communications.” 

That proposal was concluded with the declaration: “I 
assure you that the United States will lend its full coop- 
eration and support.” 

We of the hemisphere are particularly appreciative 
of the depth of President Johnson’s concern for our 
greater well being in the light of the vast problems facing 
him in other areas of the world. 

I am sure I speak for all here present in voicing the 
fervent desire that the efforts President Johnson has cease- 
lessly put forth to bring about that peace which will 
permit the uninterrupted advance of humanity upon the 
path of progress may speedily be crowned with the fullest 
of success. 

Thank you, Mr. President, for your kindness today and 
all of our support is behind you. 

THE Present. Dr. Mora, it gives me a great deal of 
pleasure to present you, for your services, this little box 
that has an inscription on it. We are very grateful for all 
you have done. This represents the feeling of all the people 
here. 

I said something about divisiveness in my speech of 
March 31st. It doesn’t mean that anyone here feels that 
way. It doesn’t apply to this group. For instance, we have 
seated at this very table the Rockefellers and the Meanys. 
We come from the great open spaces of the cactus coun- 
try of Southwest Texas, from one of the largest ranches 
in our country, to Mr. Hewitt over here from the black 
lands of Illinois. 

We have the leaders of industry, the leaders of the 
press, the leading Ambassadors from this continent. They 
are all here today. 

We all join in this tribute to an outstanding man who 
has done a very constructive service for all of us. 

This is a token of our’ appreciation. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:13 p.m. in the State Dining Room 
at the White House. As printed above, this item follows the text of 
the White House press release. 
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National Day of the Kingdom 
of Laos 


The President’s Message to King Sri Savang Vatthana. 
May 10, 1968 


Your Majesty: 

I extend to you and to the people of Laos the sincere 
good wishes of the people of the United States of America 
on the National Day of the Kingdom of Laos. 

On this occasion we wish to reaffirm our support of 
the staunch efforts of the Lao people to achieve peace 
and tranquility. It is our earnest hope that the neutrality 
of the Kingdom of Laos will be respected and honored 
by all nations. 

I assure you that the principles embodied in the 1962 
Geneva Agreements guide our relations with your coun- 
try, and we continue to support full implementation of 
the provisions of those Agreements as the best means of 
assuring an enduring peace for your country. 

With personal regards. 

Lynpvon B. JoHNSON 


NOTE: National Day of the Kingdom of Laos falls on May 11. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press but not made public as 
formal White House press releases during the period 
covered by this issue. Appointments which appear below 
in the list of nominations submitted to the Senate are not 
included in this listing. 


May6 

William Beigl, chosen Boy of the Year under the spon- 
sorship of the Boys Clubs of America, visited with the 
President at the White House. 

The President has accepted the resignation of 
Raymond R. Guest as U.S. Ambassador to Ireland, 
effective June 15. 

The President has accepted the resignation of Dr. 
Hector P. Garcia as Alternate Representative of the 
United States to the 22d session of the General Assembly 
of the United Nations, effective at a date to be determined. 


May7 

Ambassador R. Manguningrat Sudjatmoko of Indo- 
nesia presented his credentials to the President in the Fish 
Room at the White House. 
May 8 

The President met with representatives of Project 
AthCom (Athletes Communicating) at the White House. 
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They are a group of professional athletes who came to 
Washington to address junior and senior high school stu- 
dents on citizenship programs. 


May9 
Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, Prime Minister of 
Mauritius, met with the President at the White House. 
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Governor Hulett C. Smith of West Virginia presented 
the President with a painting by Brazilian artist Guido 
Mondim. The painting is of a Brazilian cowboy which 


was executed especially for the President by Senhor 
Mondim. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE * 


Submitted May 6, 1968 


MANUEL FREDERICK COHEN, Of Maryland, to be 
a member of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission for the term of 5 years expir- 
ing June 5, 1973 (reappointment). 


Roy T. Sessums, of Louisiana, to be a mem- 
ber of the Mississippi River Commission, 
for a term of 9 years, vice DeWitt L. 
Pyburn. 


Mas. GEN. CLARENCE C. HauG, United States 
Army, to be a member of the Mississippi 
River Commission, under the provisions of 
Section 2 of an act of Congress approved 
28 June 1879 (21 Stat. 37) (33 U.S.C. 642), 
vice Brig. Gen. William T. Bradley, reas- 
signed. 


PosSTMASTERS (list of 33 names). 


Submitted May 8, 1968 


JouHN E. Rosson, of Illinois, to be Under 
Secretary of Transportation. 


STanForD G. Ross, of New York, to be Gen- 
eral Counsel of the Department of Trans- 
portation. 


H. Brooks James, of North Carolina, to be 
an Assistant Administrator of the Agency 
for International Development, vice Her- 
bert J. Waters, resigned. 


Submitted May 9, 1968 


POsTMASTERS (list of 28 names). 


Submitted May 10, 1968 


EDWIN M. ZIMMERMAN, of California, to be an 
Assistant Attorney General, vice Donald 
Frank Turner. 


1 Does not include promotions of members 
of. the Uniformed Services, nominations to 
the Service Academies, or nominations of 
Foreign Service Officers. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved May 4, 1968 


B32; 25004... = 55--.-5 Public Law 90-300 
An Act to amend section 14(b) of the Fed- 
eral Reserve Act, as amended, to extend 
for two years the authority of Federal Re- 
serve banks to purchase United States 
obligations directly from the Treasury. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved May 4, 1968—Continued 


Bs Mihsiccnncn cance Private Law 90-215 
An Act to authorize and direct the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury to cause the vessel 
Ocean Delight, owned by Saul Zwecker, of 
Port Clyde, Maine, to be documented as a 
vessel of the United States with coastwise 
privileges. 

DS acti iecoantacn ain Private Law 90-216 
An Act to authorize the use of the vessel 
Annie B. in the coastwise trade. 


Approved May 7, 1968 


A, Se er ee Public Law 90-301 
An Act to amend chapter 37 of title 38 of 
the United States Code with respect to the 
veterans’ home loan program, to amend the 
National Housing Act with respect to in- 
terest rates on insured mortgages, and for 
other purposes. 


Approved May 8, 1968 


T, TRO occ cdecoecns Public Law 90-302 
An Act to amend the National School 
Lunch Act to strengthen and expand food 
service programs for children, and for 
other purposes. 


Approved May 10, 1968 


eis temas Public Law 90-303 
An Act to provide for the striking of 
medals in commemoration of the one 
hundredth anniversary of the completion 
of the first transcontinental railroad. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The releases listed below, made public by 
the Office of the White House Press Secretary 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released May 8, 1968 


Remarks of the President at the welcoming 
ceremony for Prime Minister Thanom 
Kittikachorn of Thailand (advance text). 

The President's toast at a dinner honoring 
Prime Minister Thanom Kittikachorn 
(advance text). 


Released May 10, 1968 


Remarks of the President at a luncheon 
honoring retiring Secretary General José A. 
Mora (advance text). 
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